Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



BELIEVER'S TREASURY. 




LONDOIT: 

JAMES NI8BET AKP CO., 21 BEBNSB8 8TBEET. 

JS68. 



/o/ k. /8tf. 



THIS LITTLE BOOK 



IS REPRINTED AT THE DESIRE OF ONE WHO IS 



NOW GONE TO HER REST, 



AND IS DEDICATED LOVINGLY TO HER 



MEMORY. 



PREFACE. 



There is no dijQ&culty in stating the truths of revelation 
in a manner as incapable of logical refutation, as those of 
any branch of morals. But although in this manner the 
judgment of men would be convinced of their abstract 
qualities, and the mouth of the caviller would be stopped, 
the heart would remain as unmoved as before, and the 
affections be as little drawn into kindred sentiments with 
those of their Eternal Author. The powers of men's in- 
tellect vary considerably in diflferent individuals, but the 
hearts and consciences of all men are extremely alike. 
On this account it is, no doubt, that very few portions of 
scripture are given in an argumentative form, but mostly 
in a manner to appeal to the affections of mankind : hence 
the apostle Paul speaks of the inefficacy of "the enticing 
words of man's wisdom," or the charms of human eloquence ; 
and prefers addressing men, whose hearts he wished to 
convert, with great plainness of speech. In the following 
pages, no attempt is made at proving any of the positions 
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which are advanced, but they are brought forward merely 
to direct the reader to the consideration of the various 
branches of the subject for himseK ; that he may judge 
from the Divine Oracles themselves, how far they are con- 
sistent with the revelation of Jehovah. 

As the enmity of the natural mind to the truths of God 
is perhaps never overcome perfectly, even in the holiest of 
the saints here on earth, it is not to be expected but that 
the truths here brought forward will meet with much 
cavilling, not only from those whose hearts are still alien- 
ated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, but even from some whose faces are nevertheless set 
Zion-ward. It may, perhaps, be thought that had the 
following observations been couched in language more 
congenial to the refinements of the present day, the truths 
intended to be pointed out, would have gained a more 
general acquiescence. But^ however plausible such an idea 
may be, neither experience, nor the words of scripture 
afford any justification to it. Those who love the truth, 
will love it in whatever dress they find it arrayed ; whilst 
those who love it not, would equally object to it with 
whatever outward form of loveliness it appeared. 

It may, perhaps, be advisable to inform the reader of 
the cause of drawing up this Treatise ; in so doing the 
method in which it is proposed to treat the subject, will 
be also most clearly shewn. 
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Some time after the writer was satisfied concerning the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, doubts occurred to 
him respecting its consistency with Divine Justice. It 
was suggested that there was no equity in one man's suffer- 
ing the punishment due to transgression in the place of 
another ; that such a proceeding was not only contrary to 
our ordinary notions of equity, hut contrary also to the 
declarations of scripture, which say, expressly, that the 
righteous shall not suffer for the wicked ; hut that every 
man's sin should he charged upon his own head, &c., &c. 
This difficulty could not be resolved into the sovereignty 
of God, which supposes him to act according to the good 
pleasure of his own will, while he giveth no account of 
these matters to any of his creatures, because God can will 
nothing but what is just and equitable. Sometimes the 
willingness of Christ to suffer was pleaded as a proof of 
the justice of the Father to inflict ; but this plea was un- 
satisfactory, inasmuch as the submission of any person to 
sustain an act of injustice does not render the act itseK 
just. No better arguments than these being to be gathered 
from such writers as were consulted, it was resolved to 
search the Scriptures alone, submitting in spirit unto him 
who had first dictated, and hath taken upon himself to 
make us understand them. "While engaged in this investi- 
gation, the union of Christ and the church, seemed to 
furnish a key to the complete harmony of those parts 
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which appeared before so discordant ; and the manner in 
which it does so, is attempted to be set forth in the follow- 
ing Treatise. Thus Jesus Christ having been found a 
retreat from the enemy, who by obtruding doubts would 
have shaken the foundations of the faith, this statement 
is published that it may be of use to eJl those who are 
assailed in a similar manner. At the same time it is 
admitted, that, amongst the mass even of Christians, 
there are but too few who enquire into the merits of the 
cause in which they are engaged ; to whom no doubts ever 
suggest themselves ; and who, unable to give a reason of 
the hope that is in them, have received as much of the 
truth as they know merely fix)m human teachers. There 
are others, also, who, simply crediting the Scripture testi- 
mony, that Jesus Christ died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification, are happy in that truth without 
once enquiring into the equity of it, or thinking it 
necessary so to do. May the peace of the former be 
confirmed, and that of the latter increased, without being 
disturbed ! 

It is almost useless to combat, in this place, the opposi- 
tion which tiie following statement must meet with, in 
common with every other declaration of the &ee and 
undeserved favour of God, namely, that it is inimical to 
the practice of good works. But it may be briefly 
observed^ that the meaning of the term "good works," 
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ought to "be accurately defined, before the objection can be 
fairly discussed. "No one can be an enen^ of such things 
as he reaUy considers to be good works ; but Trhen such 
things are spoken of in connection with Scripture, it is 
necessary to distinguish between those which are morally, 
and those that are spiritually good. The former, which 
respect ben^cence one towards another, as reasonable 
beings, as fellow creatures, and sharers of the same 
troubles, pains, and sorrows, are no doubt, as the apostle 
says, "good and profitable unto men;" but the latter, 
which merit the Divine approbation, mankind are utterly 
incapable of performing at any time, but as they are 
created anew in Christ Jesus, Eph. ii, 10. As fiiends to 
justice, benevolence, and peace among men, we ought to 
encourage such dispositions and the good works which 
they produce, by every means in our power. But when 
men speak of these things as being spiritually good, well- 
pleasing and acceptable to God, as if they were in them- 
selves the cause of righteousness, holiness, and j&uitfulness 
in his eyes, then it is necessary to expose all this delusive 
righteousness to be no better than an abomination in the 
sight of God j and against bringing the halt, the blind, 
and the lame into the service of the sanctuary. It is 
thus testifying against the misapplication of good works, 
a nlisapplication which robs the Lord Jesus Christ of the 
fulness of his redemption, and subverts the immortal 
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interests of mankind, that excites the enmity of the 
world; according to the declaration of our Lord, who 
says, " The world hateth me because I testify of it that 
the works thereof are evil" 

Among all the individuals of Adam's race, there is but 
one man, even the man Christ Jesus, of whose works I 
can entirely approve, and whose example I entirely admire. 
By his example I am penetrated with the most profound 
admiration ; and although I see that in him, unto which 
I not only cannot attain, but which it would be the high- 
est arrogance in me, or any other mortal to expect to 
reach, yet I must ever reverence, admire, and wonder 
before him. When I except this Peerless One, I believe 
the word of the Lord, which says of all others, that " the 
best of them is as a brier," and "the most upright is 
sharper than a thorn hedge :" Micah vii, 4. " For every 
brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will 
walk with slanders :" Jer. ix, 4. 

Wherever then good words are spoken against, it is 
because a goodness is attributed to them, which cannot 
belong to them, and therefore they are but a false shew, 
and lying vanity : a further reason is, that their spurious 
pretensions, gaining ground among mankind, tend to dis- 
honour the gospel of Jesus Christ, and make void the 
grace of God ; they tend to distress the soul that is con- 
vinced of the weakness of human nature, according to the 
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Scriptures, and to keep it from the rest that remaineth for 
the people of God. 

thou great Archetype of true holiness, Jesus Christ ! 
Thou only art holy ; thou only art the Lord ; thou only 
with the Holy Ghost art most high in the glory of God 
the Father ! unto thy grace and keeping I commend my 
all, praying thee to bless what has been written to the 
glory and praise of thy adored name, and to the conviction 
of the reader's, to that eternal life which is in Thee. 



THE 



BELIBVEE'S TEEASUEY. 



The doctrine of Union between Christ and his Church 
is set forth in the sacred Scriptures in such a manner, 
as to render the system of man's redemption by his 
blood beautifully consistent. It makes the Divine 
perfections appear in perfect harmony with each other, 
and presents God as acting according to all his re- 
vealed attributes in the salvation of mankind by Jesus 
Christ. This subject, therefore, is greatly worthy of 
consideration, and the design of the following pages 
is to examine whatever has been revealed in the word 
of God concerning it. 

All the reasonable hopes and expectations of the 
creature from the Creator, are founded upon certain 
declarations which have been made to him from above. 
God has revealed himself to man, not only as a Being 
infinitely perfect, but likewise by the attributes of 

JUSTICE, PURITY, TRUTH, MERCY, and LOVE. It foUoWS, 

therefore, that we are not to expect any exhibition of 
MERCY and LOVE, but in a way which shall also be 

B 
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perfectly consistent with justice, purity, and truth. 
In the declaration, then, contained in the sacred 
Scriptures, that God has, from mercy and love to 
mankind, punished sin in the person of his Son Jesas 
Christ, it behoves us to see that there be in this act 
of mercy and love, a concurrence of justice, purity, 
and truth ; because if there be a contradiction and 
inconsistency apparent between these attributes, the 
reliance of the believer is not, nor can it be, upon the 
harmonious perfections of Jehovah. In order, there- 
fore, to unite all these apparently jarring attributes, 
it seems to have been the gracious design of the Al- 
mighty Author of the written word, to make those 
declarations of union between Christ and his Church, 
which it is now proposed to consider. 

1. It is said in 2 Chron. xxv, 4, that every man 
shall die for his own sins ; again, in Isaiah iii, 10, 
that the righteous shall not suffer. " Say ye to the 
righteous it shall be well with him, for they shall eat 
the fruit of their doings ; woe unto the wicked, it 
shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands 
shall be given him." 

How then, it may be asked, is it consistent with 
these declarations of truth, that the pure, holy, harm- 
less, uudefiled and spotless Jesus did suffer, and that 
it was not well with him ? 

2. It is contrary to justice to afflict the innocent : 
to punish and destroy the innocent is cruelty and in- 
justice. Yet the black rebellion and crying guilt of 
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man was charged upon the pure and spotless head of 
Jesus. The undertaking to have this guilt so charged 
being voluntary on the part of Christ, does not prove 
his right to suffer ; because it is not his willingness, 
but the approbation of Divine justice, which proves 
his right to the death of the cross. And as the nature 
and property of justice is always its own rule of act- 
ing, it cannot admit of the innocent being punished, 
nor of the transgressors being acquitted; for God, 
the righteous Judge, hath pronounced a woe unto such 
who justify the wicked, and take away the righteousness 
of the righteous from himA In the case indeed of 
debtor and creditor, the law admitted of one man 
being surety, or bondsman for another ; and although 
this figure be sometimes employed to typify Christ's 
work, yet one figure must not be confounded and 
mixed up with another : the suretyship had no con- 
nection with crime, and capital offence. Although 
the non-fulfilment of God's commands be sometimes 
represented under the figure of a debt due from the 
servant to his master and his God, the present subject 
of attention is sin, which cannot be atoned for with- 
out the shedding of the blood of the sinner, which 
punishment justice must inflict before it can be 
properly satisfied ; nor can it admit of a surety here, 
because it can only punish him whom it finds guilty : 
and that, (not reckoning him to be what he is not, 
according to human quibbles, but) according to artless, 

* Isaiah y, 22, 23. 

B 2 
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divine equity, which can only declare such guilty on 
whom the fault is found, aud can only find the fault 
on such who have committed it. 

How then is the punishment of Christ, and the 
pardon of sinners, consistent with justice ? 

3. Mercy cannot, consistently with its own nature, 
manifest itself in a way of unmercifulness. Though 
there may be an appearance of mercy towards those 
who deserve punishment, in inflicting that punish- 
ment upon another in their stead, yet there is such a 
want of mercy towards that other undeserving person, 
that the quality destroys itself in its own exercise. 
Where, then, is the manifestation of the mercy of 
God towards Jesus Christ ? 

4. The Scriptures are very explicit in declaring the 
Father's love to the Son ; but the punishment of this 
Son for crimes which he did not commit, implies a 
defect in love ; yea, rather greater love to man, the 
offender, than to his well beloved Son in whom his 
soul delighted. 

Now the Union of Christ and his Church affords 
an explanation of the above mentioned discrepancies ; 
without which, a great part of the Scriptures would 
want a key, and be altogether unintelligible. It is 
not intended to quote all the passages which speak 
positively of this truth, and the following will suffice 
for the present purpose. 

" In thy book were all my members written.* We 

* Psa. cxxzix, 16. 



THE believer's TREASURY. 5 

are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones.* Whether one member sufler, all the members 
suffer with it, or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it.^ For, as the body is one 
and hath many members, and all the members of that 
one body being many, are one body, so is Christ.' Ye 
are the body of Christ, and members in particular.* 
He is the head of the body, the church.* The head 
over all things to his church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him that fiUeth all in all.^ Ye are complete 
in him.^ We being many are one body in Christ, 
and members one of another.® And that he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross.* 
And they two shall be one flesh; this is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and his 
church. '0 For both he that sanctifieth and they who 
are sanctified are all of one.** And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them, that they may be 
one, even as we are one ; I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that thou hast loved them as thou 
hast loved me.** And the vessel that he made of clay, 
was marred in the hand of the potter, so he made it 
again another vessel, as it seemed good unto the 
potter to make it*' She was delivered of a man 

« Eph. V, 20. « 1 Cor. xii, 26. » 1 Cor xii, 12. * 1 Cor. xu, 27. 

» CoL i, 18. • Eph. i, 22, 23. ' Col. ii, 10. • Bom. xii, 6. 

•Eph. ii, 31, 32. •• Eph. v, 31, 32. » Heb. ii, 11. 

"John xTii, 22. *' Jer. xriii, 4. 
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child Who hath heard such things ? Who hath seen 
such things ? Shall the earth be made to bring forth 
in one day, shall a nation be born at once ?* In whom 
also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands in putting off the body of the sins of 
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.' Buried with 
him in baptism.' I am crucified with Christ* Who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead unto sin should live unto 
righteousness, by whose stripes ye were healed.* 
Knowing this, that your old man is crucified with 
him.® Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God.^ Dead to the law by the body of Christ.8 If 
we be dead with Christ, we believe we shall also live 
with him.9 Eeckon yourselves also to be dead indeed 
unto sin ; but alive imto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.*® God hath begotten us again to a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.*^ 

" Now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh 
through death. ^2 j^ot the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience towards 
God, by the resurrection of Christ.*' God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.'* And 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ.'* Even when we were 

» Isa. Ixvi, 7, 8. *Col. ii, 11. "Col. ii, 12. *Gal. ii, 20. 

* 1 Pet. ii, 24. • Rom. vi, 6. ' Col. iii, 3. • Rom, vii, 4 

• Rom. yi, 8. »• Rom. vi, 1 1. "1 Pet. i, 3. » Col. i, 21, 22. 

" 1 Pet. iii, 21. " 2 Cor. v, 19. "Eph. ii, 6. 
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dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ.^ 
And you being dead in your sins, and the uncircum- 
cision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all trespasses.* Who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ ; according as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him.* Be- 
cause as He is, so are we in this world.* Who hath 
saved us and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.** He hath made us 
accepted in the beloved.^ Israel hath he saved in the 
Lord with an everlasting salvation.^ This is the 
name whereby He shall be called, the Lord our 
righteousness.® This is the name whereby she shall 
be called, the Lord our righteousness.® To them who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus.^° But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, that 
according as it is written, let him that glorieth, glory 
in the Lord."" 

It is needless to quote more passages than these for 
the purpose which has been above stated, namely, to 
shew that there is a clear and decided declaration of 

' Eph. u, 5. • Col. ii, 13. • Eph. i, 3, 4 * 1 John iii, 2. 

•2 Tim. i, 9. "Epli. i,6. 'I8a.xlv, 17. •Jer.xxiii,6. 

•Jer.xxxiii,16. ••lCop.i,2. "lCor.i,30. 
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a Union subsisting between Christ and his Churcli, 
which declaration is made in direct terms^ and also 
conveyed through the medium of a variety of images. 

Among these various images it will be proper to 
follow up some few of them through their details^ 
when it will be found that the holy Scriptures are 
extremely minute in them. 

The apostle teaches us, that Adam was a figure of 
him who was to come.* Moses tells us, that when 
God created man, male and female created he them, 
and called their name Adam in the day when they 
were created.* Thus were the twain created in one, 
the woman in her husband, where they had one name 
given them. He called their name Adam. It was 
whilst the person of Adam was plural, as containing 
the woman in himself that God said unto them, be 
fruitful and multiply, &c. :' and when the Lord God 
(causing a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and taking 
the rib from his side, of which he made the woman) 
afterwards brought her out unto him, Adam said, this 
is NOW bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh ; she 
shall be called woman^ because she was taken out of 
the TTian} Thus her existing in distinct personality, 
did not prevent her union to the man. The twain were 
thus created in one, the woman in her husband. 

In a manner similar to this, it is declared that the 
church existed in Christ; "according as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,* 

»Eoiii. T, 14. *Geii.v,2. 'Oen. i, 28. *Gen. ii,23. 'Eph.!,*. 
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— having this purpose and grace given us in him 
before the world began.* The man and the woman 
had but one name : he called their name, Adam : so 
Christ and his Church bear one name ; both are 
called the Lord our righteousness. He in Jer. xxiii, 
6 ; she in Jer. xxxiii, 16. We are called the righteous- 
ness of God in him.^ Many other titles applied 
equally to Christ and to the church, are to be found in 
all parts of the Scriptures. The Lord God covenant- 
ing vrith Adam as the head of the earthly creation, as 
having the woman in himself, drew a figure of his 
covenant with Christ as having the church existing in 
Him : He is the head engaging for his members, as 
the husband for his wife, as the king for his subjects, 
as the root for its branches, &c., which covenant was 
afterwards confirmed of God in Christ, when he sware 
unto Abraham, that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed. The promises made unto 
him are all yea and amen in him,^ in him declared, in 
him fulfilled upon aU its members. Adam, having 
the woman in himself, manifesting his wisdom in 
naming the creatures, and withal his dominion over 
them, was the wisdom of his wife and her honourable 
exaltation in point of dominion : so Jesus, having the 
church in himself in all the displays of his wisdom, 
is the wisdom of the church.* Eve, when taken from 
Adam into a distinct consdotisness of existence, was not 
less related to him than when she was only a rib in his 

»2Tim.i,9. "2 Cor. v, 21. »2Cor,i,20. *1 Cor. i, 30. 
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side, as appears from Adam's testimony, she is now 
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. In like 
manner the church, when put forth in the creation of 
Adam into a personality distinct from her head and 
husband, Christ, was not less united to him, than 
when she existed only in him, which she did before 
the earthly man was created. Thiis are we members 
of his body, of his flssh, and of his bones} After 
this manner did the beginning of the creation of God 
preach Jesus ; and thus did the union of Adam with 
his spouse represent that of Christ with his Church. 
The next point to which I would direct the reader's 
attention, as explanatory of this divine union, is the 
fall of Adam, and of the world in him. The apostle 
tells us that Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the transgression;^ neverthe- 
less, neither is the mxin vnthoict the woman, neither 
the wom/zn mthout the man in the Lord? It is hence 
to be gathered that Adam was not deceived in his 
own person, but that knowing what Eve had done, 
and seeing their mutual ruin inevitable, he voluntarily 
put himself into her condition, by receiving the fruit 
from her hands. Such was his love to his wife ; and, 
as they were not, although distinct in person, without 
each otJier in the Lord, her transgression extended to 
him : so that his union to her, made it equitable for 
the curse and condemnation of her folly to fall upon 
him, although without his consent to, and compliance 

»Epli.n30. •lTim.ii,14. •ICor.xi, 11. 
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with her. In like manner, Christ, the Husband, was 
not deceived, but his wife, the church, being deceived, 
was in the transgression : yet as the union was such, 
that Christ was Twt without the church, nor the church 
without him at any time, it was equitable for her 
curse and condemnation to fall upon him. Moreover, 
such was his love unto his spouse, that he voluntarily 
put himself into he7* condition, when he appeared in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, tempted in every point 
like her, that he might compassionate her ignorance 
and wanderings, and be touched with a feeling of her 
infirmities. The Scriptures farther affirm, that, by 
the offence of one, judgment came upon all men unto 
condemnation :* whence it is evident that, in Adam's 
offence, all offended ; which supposes such a union 
between Adam and his offspring, that his sin was 
their sin, and his ruin their ruin : thus by his offence 
were they made sinners ; whilst they, included in him 
were in a state of passiveness, and he the active con- 
sciousness of the whole. 

Common experience bears witness to the truth of 
the scripture declaration, that Adam's sin has reached 
to the ends of thQ earth, and corrupted the whole 
mass of mankind. Such a union as subsisted 
between Adam and his offspring, rendering his sin 
theirs, subsisted also between Jesus and his seed, 
rendering his condition theirs; for as by one man's 
offence many were made sinners, so by the obedience 

>Bom.Y, 18. 
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of one shall many be made righteous.' The Scrip- 
tures, here shewing the manner in which the posterity 
of Adam are interested in his transgression, and the 
posterity of Christ interested in his righteousness, 
illustrate the latter by the former, intimating that as 
sin came upon all Adam's posterity by his single act, 
before they had any capacity for sinning after the 
similitude of his transgression, or of personal con- 
currence with him in his iniquity, sin must have so 
come upon them in consequence of their being so 
united to him, so included in him, as rendered his 
condition theirs, in whatever state he was ; hence his 
sin, its curse, and fruit, was theirs before they felt it, 
knew it, or ever were conscious of existence : thus by 
one man's disobedience many were made sinners. In 
a similar manner Christ's righteousness is upon all 
his seed by his single act, before they had any 
capacity for obeying after the similitude of his 
obedience, or of assenting to what he did or suffered. 
This manifests such a union to him, such an in- 
clusion of the whole seed in him, as renders his 
condition theirs in every state through which he 
passes ; insomuch that his righteousness, with all its 
concomitant blessings and fruits, is theirs before they 
have known it, believed it, or were conscious even of 
their own existence. Thus, by the obedience of one 
many are made righteous; for as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive ;* as all died 

» Eom. V, 19. • 1 Cor. xv, 22. 
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and were lost in Adam when he was caught in the 
toils of sin and death, it is evident that they were 
then in him, then united to him ; so that his sin was 
their sin, his death their death ; as is Adam, so is 
Christ ; his children united in him in all he did, and 
suflfered, saved in him, redeemed in him, beloved in 
him, baptized, crucified, risen, ascended, and seated 
with him in heavenly places, &c. 

Let us now proceed to consider how far Aaron 
clothed with the garments of his priesthood, be a 
figure of Christ and his Church united. It cannot be 
denied that Aaron was a type of Christ ; nor that the 
gannent was a figure of the church, as attending cir- 
cumstances sufficiently prove. The different colours 
and materials in the garment, denote the many 
nations, languages, kindreds and tongues, gathered 
into the body of the Lamb, where Jew and Gentile 
are reconciled, and both made one. Aaron's garment 
was so contrived, that he should bear the names of 
the people upon his shoulders, engraven upon the 
stones of memorial. His bearing them on his 
shoulders, signifies his carrying their names, persons, 
and burdens through the whole office in which he 
officiated. Thus Jesus says of his Church that, he 
bare them and carried them all the days of old.* 
The names of the people were also engraven on the 
breastplate of judgment which Aaron bore on his 
heart, implying his tender concern and care for their 

' Isa. Iziii, 9. 
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welfare : and how careful Jesus is for the weKare of 
the people, let his humbled and sorrowful life, his 
sharp dolorous sufferings, his shameful and bloody 
death upon the accursed tree bear witness. Their 
names- being engraved on precious stones, denotes, 
first, the value of them, since the most valuable of 
gems were appointed to receive the engraving. The 
everlasting durableness of their names was hinted 
here also, stones being ordained to bear them which 
were of such a nature as not to admit of their being 
erased. This also leads to Jesus who says, Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands. ^ 
Aaron could not be consecrated until he had the 
garment on him ; neither could Jesus officiate as the 
High-priest and Saviour of the people, without taking 
upon him the nature of the seed of Abraham ;2 it 
being necessary that he, as an High-priest, should 
have somewhat to offer. When Aaron had his 
garments on him, he was anointed, and not before ; 
it was then the precious ointment was poured on his 
head, and running down his beard, reached the hem 
of his garment ; concerning which oil, the Lord saith, 
upon man's flesh shall it not be poured, neither shall 
ye make any other like it after the composition, it is 
holy ; and it shall be holy unto you : whosoever 
compoundeth any thing like it, or whosoever putteth 
any of it upon a stranger, shall be cut off from his 
people.^ This oil answers to the unction which is 

» Isa. xlix, 16. » Heb. ii, 16. » Exod. xxx, 32, 33. 
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from the Holy One, the anointing of which guides 
us into all truth ; that washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which lie shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.* 

Jesus when anointqd with the Holy Ghost and 
with power, was clothed with the people, they being 
anointed in him. Behold how pleasant a thing it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity ; it is like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 
upon the beai*d, even Aaron's beard, that went down 
to the skirts of his garment.a The composition like 
unto this forbidden by the Lord, is a compound of 
such virtues, amiable qualities, gracious dispositions, 
&c., as are thought to abound in man distinct from 
the consideration of union with Christ, and of being 
anointed in him. Men profess themselves anointed 
with the Holy Ghost and with power, imputing every 
change of sentiment and behaviour to the immediate 
influence of the Divine Spirit; and thus judging of 
spiritual things by their own passions and fleshly 
reformations, they may be said to pour the oH upon the 
flesh of man, yea, upon the stranger, contrary to the 
Divine institution. Aaron was to have his garment 
on when he ministered in holy things, nor was he to 
enter the holy place without it, lest he died ; and it 
was to him for glory, and for beauty — a true repre- 
sentation of Jesus clothed with the people, when by 
himself he purged our sin, offering himself up unto 

»Tit. iii, 5, 6. • Psa. cxxxiii, 1, 2. 
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God through the eternal Spirit, having put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself : and as by union to him 
they were crucified with him ; so also being risen 
with him, he entered not into the holy place without 
them ; but, like Aaron, he entered wearing the people 
into the immediate presence of God, and there pre- 
senting himself, said, behold I and the children whom 
God hath given me. For when Aaron entered the 
holy place with blood in his hand, (the names of the 
people sparkling upon his breastplate before the face 
of God,) the blood which he then oflfered, was res- 
pected, in justice, as the very blood of the offending 
people, whose names being engraven on the garment, 
were then present, and, sparkling, were seen in the 
blood, by Divine justice, there rendering a reason of 
their expectation from the mercy-seat. On this ac- 
count was the breastplate called the breastplate of 
judgment ; because, by what was there represented, 
it is evident' that mercy was expected in a way of 
judgment, that the song might be of mercy and 
judgment. 

The very same union (with as much reality as the 
substance hath above the shadow) is there between 
the sufferings and blood of Jesus, and the people ; 
that blood and wounded form, with which he entered 
into the holiest of all, and in which he still appears 
as a lamb who hath been slain, relates so truly to the 
seed of Abraham, whom he took upon him as a gar- 
ment, who were contained in his body as members 
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thereof, of his flesh and of his bones, as to be in 
justice respected as their own blood, shed for their 
sins ; and a sufficient reason rendered of their faith 
in, and their hopes from, the mercy-seat. 

Many other illustrations might be suggested out of 
the writings of Moses and the prophets to those who 
are well read in them ; but as this treatise may fall 
into the hands of persons not sufficiently conversant 
with the sacred books to make such illustrations 
intelligible without greater dififuseness than is de- 
sirable, let us rather consider what the New Testament 
says upon this subject, as it uses greater plainness of 
speech. Our Saviour teacheth this union under the 
similitude of a vine and its branches ; I am the vine 
ye are the branches.* Where our Saviour takes upon 
himself this appellation, the vine, he is to be under- 
stood as speaking of himself according to his human 
nature ; hence he is called the plant of renown.^ The 
plant which the heavenly Father hath planted,* 
wherein his husbandry appears. When the stock, or 
set is first planted, there are no branches thereon ; 
nevertheless the husbandman knowing its seed to be 
in itself, planteth in hope, being well assured of its 
putting forth its branches and bearing fruit thereon 
in due season; all his skill, care, and sufficiency 
standing engaged for the same. 

Thus Jesus, when first planted by the Father's 
hand as the first and only begotten, chosen and be- 

' John ZY, 5. ' Ezek. xxxiy, 29. ' Matt, zv, 13. 
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loved, was as the stock or set, whose branches doth 
not appear ; but having then his seed in himself, he 
was to put them forth, as his branches in due season, 
according to the appointment and foreknowledge of 
the great husbandman ; his wisdom, power, care, and 
all-sufficiency, standing engaged for the same. 

As the stem and branches make one tree, so Jesus 

and the people make one body, one man, one Christ, 

one elect, one beloved of the Father, one crucified, 

raised, and everliving. The stock and branches 

making one tree, grow in one soil ; so Christ and the 

people are jointly rooted and grounded in the Father's 

love ; hence the saying of Christ, Thou hast loved 

them as thou hast loved me.^ They are heirs of G-od, 

and joint-heirs with Christ* Standing with him in 

the same relation to the Divine Majesty. Thus 

Jesus himseK says, Go to my brethren, and say unto 

them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and 

to my God and your God.^ The root and branches 

making one tree, have but one and the same life, sap, 

and fruitfulness : so Christ and his people have both 

one and the same eternal life ; God hath given to us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son.'* Therefore 

the Saviour saith. Because I live, ye shall live also.* 

They have also the same fruit, for the fruit is not of 

the branches distinct from the stem, nor of the stem 

without the branches ; but of the tree, consisting of 

* Jolrn xvii, 23. « Eom. viii, 17. ■John xx. 17. 

* 1 John, T. 11. » John xiv, 19. 
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stem and branches. So also is Christ, who says, 
From me is thy fruit found.* In brief, if Jesus 
meant to teach us the union subsisting between Him- 
self and his Church, under the similitude of a vine 
and its branches, which he certainly did ;• then, what- 
soever can be said in the oneness of the tree, consist- 
ing of stock and branches, as a figure, can, with 
much more propriety, be said of Christ and the 
people united, as the thing signified. 

The date of that imion which the branches hath to 
the stem, is equal to their existence ; yea, as con- 
sidered in the stock, the imion which made them one 
with it, was before they had any apparent existence. 
Though the vine-stock, in itself, may have the most 
fruitful qualities, yet it cannot exhibit the same, by 
bringing forth fruit to perfection, except it first put 
forth its proper branches ; therefore the existence of 
the branches, their union to the stem, and their life 
in the same, is before, yea necessarily antecedent to' 
all their productions of fruit. So also is Christ : our 
union to hitu bearing a prior date to our visible 
personal existence : therefore they are said to be 
chosen in him,* and to have grace which was given 
them in Christ Jesus before the world began.* Al- 
though Jesus, as the root and stem, was possessed of 
qualities infinitely fruitful, yet there was neither 
possibility nor occasion of exhibiting this, by bringing 
forth his fruit, except his people, or proper branches, 

> Hosea xiv, 8. * Eph. i, 4. * 2 Tim i, 9. 
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are first put forth. Accordingly they were put forth 
in Adam to a personal existence ; and sin entering, 
his bringing forth fruit was possible, and an oppor- 
tunity administered him of signalizing himself in so 
doing : for as the union of the branch to the stem is 
not lessened by sprouting into a visible existence, but 
is as full as when it was hidden in the stock ; neither 
was the church or members of Christ, less united 
unto him when put forth in Adam, than when only 
existing in him, being still his true and proper 
branches ; but, smitten with mildew and blasting in 
Adam's offence, their life, sap, and fruitfulness, was 
repelled and driven back to the root, until the great 
husbandman, in infinite wisdom, so manured and 
dressed the root, that, forcing the life and sap up- 
wards, the branches were passive unto its influence, 
until all its fruit appeared. 

In order to their fruitfulness, the branches were 
purged in the vine ; there the superfluities of the whole 
were cut off, and all that was necessary for their 
perpetual fruitfulness accomplished. In like manner 
the church, included in Christ, were purged in him 
in order to their fruitfulness ; in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ,^ 
when he had by himself purged our sins,^ being 
now justified by his blood,' and sanctified through 
the offering up of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all.* Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify 

» Col. ii, 11. ■ Heb i, 3. "Bom. v, 9. * Hob. x, 10. 
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the people with his own blood, suffered without the 
gate.* The vine thus purged, brings forth its fruit, 
upon the native branches ; having no other medium 
of bringing it forth. Thus Christ brought forth all 
the fruit of his pure conception, his spotless birth, his 
circumcision and holy life, his bloody, shameful, and 
terrible death, his glorious resurrection and ascension 
upon the people, as the branches : having taken on 
himself the seed of Abraham, he in them, and they 
in him, fulfilled all righteousness, obeyed the law, 
and endured the penalty for the past transgression, 
being thus made perfect in one. And because, 
through all this, the people were passive, and Christ 
the active, conscious, and quickening Spirit of the 
whole; therefore saith the prophet. Lord, thou wilt 
ordain peace for us, for thou also hast wrought all our 
works in us.* From me is thy fruit found.' 

Again, the apostle treats of this glorious subject of 
union, under the figure of the oneness and harmony 
of many members in one body ; for as the body is 
one and hath many members, and all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body, so also 
is Christ.* The complete body here spoken of, is 
similar to Christ, and the members which fill up his 
body, to the people. Take away the members, and 
there will remain no body ; take a few, yea one only, 
away, and the body is not perfect; deny the pro- 
portionable perfection of any one of these members, 

* Heb. xiu, 12. « Isa. xxvi, 12. • Hos. xiv, 8. * 1 Cor. xu. 12. 
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and then the symmetry of the body is destroyed. 
So also is Christ ; take away the people, or deny that 
they were united to their head, Jesus, at some certain 
time, then was there at that time no Christ. Or, if 
all the church were not united to him, but some 
particular member or members stood, at any time, 
unrelated unto him, then he was not a perfect Christ 
at that time ; or, if it is possible that a bone of that 
body should be broken, or a member cut off, then 
may he yet be rendered an imperfect Christ; and, 
withal, a deficiency in his power will appear ; because 
no man hateth his own flesh, but naturally cares for 
it, loves and cherisheth it. Again, if this church, as 
united to Christ, is not perfect according to the per- 
fection of beauty in righteousness, holiness, wisdom, 
&c., then is Christ deficient in those particulars; 
which to affirm, will be agreed upon by all his 
worshippers to be blasphemy. From hence we may 
infer, that whatever Jesus was, whatever he did, 
suffered, or now is, under the character Christ ; the 
people, as the fulness of him who filleth all in all, are 
to be considered with him and in him, in the same 
circumstances and condition, through every dispensa- 
tion. Jesus is head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all 
in alL* This leads us to the consideration of the 
human body as the intelligible figure of this sublime 
idea, our union with Christ, The head and members 

>Eph. 1,22,23. 
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are one in conception; this represents the people's 
oneness with Christ, as the object of the Father's 
love. Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me.^ 
As the head and members are born at once, so Christ 
and his Church were united in his birth, as pure and 
free from the original taint ; and also in his glorious 
resurrection, as born from the dead. As the head and 
members in one body are nourished by the same food, 
so Christ and the church live bj'- the same grace, 
good will, and eternal love of the Father. As the 
head and members in one body have but one life, so 
Christ and his Church have but one eternal life, one 
life unto God ; our eternal life is in Christ ;^ because- 
I live, ye shall live also.' This is the word of the 
Lord. 

Again, from the harmony of the body, the head 
and members have but one condition ; they mourn 
together, and rejoice together : so also is Christ. We 
were planted together, with him in the likeness of his 
death, and are also with him in the likeness of his 
resurrection. As the harmony of the body prevents 
all schism therein, so the head saith not unto the feet 
I have no need of you ; neither is there any separate 
interest in Christ, nor will he say unto the people, I 
have no need of you ; nor will the feet, though thus 
acknowledged, boast themselves against the head, 
usurp its dignity and say, I have no need of you ; 
but will confess and reverence it as pre-eminent, as 

* Jolm XYii, 23. « 1 John y, 11. • John xiv, 19. 
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the seat of wisdom, by which the economy of the 
whole is preserved : so also is Christ, made of God 
unto us wisdom.* As the head is the source of light 
to the body, the wise man's eyes being in his head : * 
so also is Christ the light of the world.* The head is 
the seat of reason to the body, by which it is directed 
and influenced to shun all dangers, to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. It is the disorder of the head 
only that can deprive the body of this : if the head 
is free, the hurt of any other member caimot spoil 
the economy of the body : so also is Christ He as 
the head, is our divine reason and influence. As for 
the people, the Lord saith of them. It is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps.* Christ, as our head, 
is above all distress, cannot be disordered ; therefore 
the harmony and economy of his body cannot be 
spoiled, which makes us sing 

Christ's our bead, gone up on high. 

And we his body are ; 
All our fears before him fly, 

Our each distracting care. 
Though we Satan's darts should feel, 

His power can never strike us dead ; 
He may bruise us on the heel. 

But cannot reach our head. 

Again, the increase and nourishment of the body, 
is by union with the head, from which all the body, 
by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered 

* 1 Cor. i, 30. • Eccles. ii, 14. " John viii, 12. * Jer. x, 23. 
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and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 
God.» The head first receives the food, relishes and 
prepares it for the whole body : so also is Christ. As 
the head, he first received the grace, it being given us 
in him before the world began : as the head, he tasted 
for us, not death only, which he tasted for every man, 
but life and immortality, which he entered into and 
relished in our name and nature, as the head for the 
body. He, as our head, prepared our food for us, 
which he did, by fulfilling the condition of life and 
enduring the penalty that we might inherit the 
promise. Our union to him making his condition 
ours, we are nourished by him. As the head, thougli 
the most exalted and comely part, is yet a member of 
the body, it hath a right to suffer for the other mem- 
bers, the chastisement of their peace; so also is 
Christ. When they smote the Judge of Israel upon 
the cheek with a rod, it was the iniquity of his heels 
which compassed him about ; it was the chastisement 
of their peace which he bare, and their iniquities 
which were laid upon him. They having wandered 
into forbidden paths, had the punishment of their 
wanderings inflicted upon their head. It was the 
sacrilege, blood, and oppression of the hands, that 
was visited upon the head, when Jehovah's flaming 
sword awoke against the man who was his fellow. 
The union and harmony of the body, renders it equi- 
table to punish and chastise the whole body in one 

* Col. ii, 19. 
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member, for its oflfence in another; because if one 
member suffer, all the members suflfer with it* As 
the union of the body makes it equitable to punish 
the head for the offence of the other members ; with 
like equity do the members participate with the bead 
in all its honours and glory. Thus the crowning of 
the head, crowns the whole man, and every member 
partakes of the honour. 

The precious ointment poured on the head, runs 
down to the hem over the whole man, so that every 
member is anointed in the anointing of the head. 
By the laying on of hands upon the head only, the 
blessing was conferred on the whole man. Thus 
whether one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it ;* so also is Christ. Is he crowned 
with glory and honour ? behold he saith, in his appeal 
to the Father, " The glory which thou gavest me, I 
have given them, that they may be one, even as we 
are one."' Our head, Christ, first, as having the pre- 
eminence, is immediately united to the Father, and 
we by him. He is immediately the Son of God, and 
we have the adoption of children by him.* He is the 
immediate object of the Father's love; but we, by 
union with him, are beloved as he is beloved.*^ He is 
the first elect, immediately the chosen of God ; but 
we, by union with him, were chosen in him before 
the foundation of the world.^ 

» 1 Cor xii, 26. ■ 1 Cor. xii, 26. • John xvii, 22. 

* Eph. i, 4. • John xvii, 23. • Eph. i, 4. 
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Thus considering him as the head of his body, the 
church, we give him the pre-eminence, as immediately 
receiving all grace and glory from the Father; of 
which honour, all the members, as united to him, the 
head, must necessarily partake in him. Thus the 
union of head and members, mutually communicating 
their condition to each other, when rightly examined, 
throws a light upon the matter, and shews us how 
Jesus hath, from hence, the right of redemption. The 
justice of his blood-shedding appeared in this, namely, 
that the punishment of one member is virtually the 
punishment of the whole man ; and if for the pur- 
pose of punishment, the whole body may be considered 
in any one member, it may with still greater propriety 
be considered in the more exalted, pre-eminent mem- 
ber, the head. Accordingly the Scriptures are very 
explicit on this point, and speak much of our being 
in Christ, chosen in him, justified in him, sanctified 
in him, saved in him, and blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in him, by virtue of this union, or being in 
him, as branches in the vine, as members in the 
body, &c. 

His people are considered together with him, 
through all the circumstances of his birth, life, death, 
resurrection, and glory. The church was delivered of 
a man child; who hath heard such a thing? who 
hath seen such things ? shall the earth be made to 
brmg forth in one day ? or shall a nation be bom at 
once ? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
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her children.* Christ was certainly the man-child 
here spoken of; compare what is there said, with 
Eev. xii, 5. And yet this man-child is here shewn to 
be the children of Zion, to be a nation born at once. 
Hence we conclude, that the union between Christ 
and the people is such, that they, as members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones,2 were in him in 
his birth, in the whole of his life, death, and resurrec- 
tion. In him were they circumcised, and the body of 
the sius of their flesh put off by the circumcision of 
Christ.^ In him fulfilling the law, and walking in 
all the commandments of God blameless. Crucified 
with hiuL* And that the resurrection of Christ was 
the resurrection of the people from death, as the 
wages of sin, the Holy Ghost testifies by the prophets : 
Thy dead shall live, with my dead body shall they 
arise.^ And, after two days will he revive us, in the 
third day will he raise us, and we shall live in his 
sight. ^ Thus also the apostle: Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, and hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ.^ From 
hence it is evident, that the union between Christ 
and his people was such, (as head and members in 
one body,) that they were with him, and in him, in 
his birth, his life, his death, resurrection and glory ; 
therefore his sufferings, wars, and triumphs, all are 

* Isa. Ixvi, 7, 8. ■Eph v, 30. " Col. ii, 11. * Gal. ii, 20 
•Isa. xxTi, 19. • Ho8 vi, 2. » Eph ii, 5, 6. 
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theirs, and they have a right, from this, to rejoice in 
him, in what he has done, in what he is, and in the 
acceptance he hath found with the Father ; and this, 
notwithstanding all the weakness and vanity they 
perceive in themselves. 

Again, the union of Christ and his Church is taught 
from the similitude of a building ; of which Christ is 
both the foundation and top stone, as appears from 
the words of the prophet : " Behold I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone;* and, **The stone which the builders refused, 
the same is become the head of the corner."^ As the 
whole building is locked in and inclosed between the 
foundation stone and the head stone so also is Christ. 
He is the Alpha and Omega. The building was begun 
and finished in. him. He is the foundation of our 
election, grace, and sonship ; we having all by union 
with him, and the whole is supported by him. So is 
he, as the author and finisher of our salvation, as 
made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption. He is the head of the 
comer, our first and last, our security in eternity and 
time ; in whom ye are also builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit.3 

We consider Christ to have been appointed the 
Saviour of man in the eternal decree ; then was the 
foundation laid, and in his incarnation, holy birth, 
and life of righteousness, we see the building rising ; 

* Jsa. mviii, 16. « Luke xx, 17, ■ Eph. ii, 22. 
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until through his sufferings, death, resurrection, justi- 
fication in the Spirit, and reception in glory, the 
building was finished, and the head-stone brought 
forth with shoutings, crying Grace, Grace unto it. 
The people, as chosen in Christ, had this grace given 
them, that Jew and Gentile should be builded together 
in him, until they were found a meet habitation of 
God through the Spirit. The foundation and corner- 
stone with the middle stones, make but one building ; 
so Christ and the people, make one house, where God 
delights to dwell ; one temple, the glory of which as 
the latter is greater than that of the former. Here 
God walks in the midst of the people, as he hath 
promised ; because his dwelling in Christ, is his 
dwelling in them. To come up to the faith and un- 
derstanding of this in the Spirit, is the substance of 
that shadow which we have in the tribes of Israel, at 
a certain age, going up from every quarter of the land, 
to the temple at Jerusalem to worship. 

Again, the union of Christ and his Church is repre- 
sented under the figure of a man and his wife. For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one flesh ; this is a great mystery, but I speak 
concerning Christ and his church. » 

These words of the apostle are a quotation from 
Gen. ii, 23, where Adam, on the first sight of his Eve, 
declares the union subsisting between them. It is 

*Eph. T, 81,32. 
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evident from his words, that this relation did not con- 
sist in that matrimonial connection which commenced, 
when by mutual consent and covenant they cohabited 
and possessed each other; but was dependent on 
something prior to this. The source of their union 
and kindred relation, was their being one in the love 
of the Father, where they were undistinguished in 
sex, &c., there being neither male nor female in Christ 
Jesus, in whom they were loved and chosen before 
the world begun. And yet the man was not without 
the woman, nor the woman without the man in the 
Lord. This source had its first opening in their con- 
cretion in one body, and human intelligence ; which 
body and intelligence was male, though not exclusive 
of the female ; but the latter, according to the dis- 
tinction of sex and personal existence, was as being 
in the male in a passive state, and the male the active 
consciousness of the twain in one. Adam, consider- 
ing his perfection in knowledge, could not be ignorant 
of this his true state ; and, therefore, expecting the 
woman to be distinguished in person and sex, as a 
manifestation to his senses of the truth of her being 
and union unto him, he knew her when the Lord 
God brought her unto him. And though there was 
a deep sleep upon him, when she was built from his 
side, yet when he saw her, he said she was flesh of 
his flesh, and bone of his bone, alluding unto the 
former truth, and not unto anything which was to 
follow, for they were not made more one flesh by that 
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matrimonial embrace which followed than they were 
before ; the latter, as a fruit or consequence, being 
only declarative of the original truth, always apparent 
to God, and in itself with him perfect and permanent. 

Thus the matrimonial bond of union was, with 
them, a consequence and fruit of an antecedent union 
and kindred. This also is more manifest, where 
Abraham, when he was old, caused his servant to 
swear by the Lord God of heaven and earth, that he 
would not take a wife to his son of the daughters of 
the land, but that he would take him a wife of his 
kindred. Such also was Isaac's injunction to Jacob. 
In this particular, also, Esau offended, by marrying 
the daughters of Heth, when there was no union or 
kindred previous to the marriage. From all which, 
it appears that Adam's speech to Eve, was grounded 
upon that kindred union which subsisted between 
them before their marriage. 

The apostle having said, that a man and his wife 
should be one flesh, immediately adds, " This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and his 
church." From whence we may observe, that the 
union of Adam and Eve, of which I have already 
spoken, was truly a figure of Christ and his Church. 
And we learn, moreover, that this figure, though close 
and pertinent, is but a figure, an imperfect represent- 
ation of the matter, which made the apostle turn 
from the fleshly marriage, and say, it is a great 
mystery; and pointing to the union of Christ and 



THE believer's TREASURY. 33 

the people, as the grand truth or thing signified, he 
adds, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
The union and kindred relation of Adam and Eve, 
and of the patriarchs and their wives, previous to 
their marriage (the latter being subsequent to the 
former, and a positive proof thereof) according to the 
primitive law is only a type or shadow ; the earthly 
things being a pattern of the heavenly, and so repre- 
senting the oneness of Christ and the church. Their 
marriage, as a figure, shews our believing or closing 
with Christ by faith; and that union and afiinity 
which subsisted between them before marriage, was a 
shadow of the union between Christ and his Church, 
before the church is brought to the knowledge of her 
husband by believing, or ere they are married unto 
him who is risen from the dead. But as marriage is 
the consummate end of union, it is to be considered 
as explanatory of the blessings contained therein ; it 
shews the woman under her husband's name, in joint 
possession and enjoyment with him of his state and 
condition. As one flesh, they cannot be insensible of 
each other's state, but must mutually feel pain, ease, 
hunger, thirst, joy, sorrow, happiness and unhappiness ; 
they cannot possibly hate each other, because no man 
ever yet hated his own flesh. As one fl6sh they have 
but one interest, one aim, one end; they are not 
twain in any condition, but constantly one in all 
things. 

If this idea of marriage be true, it may be easily 

D 
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perceived that it is only true in Christ. Previous to 
our marriage by faith with him who is risen from the 
dead, there is a discovery made of his person, of his 
being our kinsman redeemer, of his right to demand 
ns. Hence it appears wrong to refuse him ; nor are 
we merely under the compulsion of that divine right 
which he hath to us ; but he also shews us his glory, 
his personal beauties, his suitableness to our wants ; 
and thus are our judgments convinced, our objections 
silenced, and the full consent of all our powers gained 
to be hia Thus we come to bear his name, to commit 
ourselves fuUv to him with all our concerns, until we 
become contented and rejoiced, that he should clothe 
us, feed us, instruct us, protect, nourish, guide, and 
preserve us imto everlasting life. The mind being 
filled with believing contemplations of Christ, thus 
revealing himself as pure, accepted of God, and 
lovely ; discerning, withal, the right of appropriation, 
from union and relation unto him, joins itself in 
affinity unto him ; yea, puts him on, wrapping itself 
in him ; and thus standing in his state and condition 
it is purged from all guiltiness, and retaining no 
consciousness of evil, it is holily bold towards God, 
having the answer of a good conscience towards God 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ;* hence it is said 
that the worshippers once purged, should have no 
more conscience of sins,* they being made perfect as 
pertaining to the conscience.* In short, the church, 

» 1 Pet. iii, 21. » Heb. x, 2. « Heb ix, 9. 
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as married unto Christ, assumes his name, as appears 
from Jer. xxxiii, 16, where she is called the Lord our 
righteousness ; and again,* I will write upon h\m my 
new name. These scripture testimonies teach us that 
she is a joint possessor with him, as the apostle bears 
witness ; if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Christ.* And that his state and 
condition is upon us, John testifies, when he says. 
Because as he is, so are we in this world.^ The 
husband being one flesh with his bride, cannot be 
insensible of her state, but must have a fellow feeling 
with her, and that in the tenderest manner, in honour 
unto himself and love unto her, as it is evident from 
the Scriptures. On this important subject, the follow- 
ing testimonies of scripture are very express. We 
have not an high-priest that cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ;♦ but one who can have 
compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out 
of the way.* He that toucheth you toucheth the 
apple of his eye.« Inasmuch as you have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.^ And that no man hateth his own 
flesh, when spoken of the marriage union, hath its 
truth and perfection in Christ ; for he hath said, I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.^ Though a woman 
should cease to have compassion on the son of her 

» Eev. ui, 12. « Eom. yiii, 17. • 1 John iv, 17. 

« Heb. iv, 15. »Heb. v, 2. 'Zeoh. ii, 8. 

» Matt. XXV. 40. • H«b. xiii, 5. 

D 2 



36 THE believer's treasury. 

womb, yet will I not forget thee.* So have I sworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee : for the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.2 Thus we 
learn, that the institution of marriage, consisting of 
love and union, as the first ; the espousal or contract, 
as the second ; the consummation, with all the at- 
tendant blessings to the bride, with glory and honour 
to the bridegroom, as the third ; furnishes us with a 
striking representation of the union that subsists 
between Christ and the church. The first corresponds 
to that ancient kindred union subsisting between 
them, wherein he always loved her ; the second is a 
figure of his being made flesh, whereby he betrothed 
us unto himself; and the third, of the knowledge and 
enjoyment we have of our lovely bridegroom by faith, 
when believing we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. When the mind is filled with the 
knowledge of the Saviour's excellencies, and realizes 
his glorious character, we in a measure partake of his 
blessedness, have fellowship with him in his whole 
state ; then all the blessings of his birth, life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension, are apprehended, claimed, 
and possessed by us, as our own proper inheritance. 
Thus might I go on to explain the nature of this 
union, the Scriptures being very full of it; but, as 

» Isa.xlix, 16. ■lea. Uv, 9, 10. 
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what I have already said may probably be as much 
to the purpose as any future hint, should I say much 
more, and intending at first setting out, to study 
brevity as much as possible, I shall leave what I have 
written on the nature of union, to the reader's con- 
sideration. 

Union between Christ and the church, is a matter 
universally acknowledged, where that deference, which 
is justly due to the Scriptures, is paid, though it is a 
subject very rarely treated of; which silence, con- 
cerning it, implies, either a general ignorance of its 
nature, or that it is considered to be a matter neither 
conducive to the glory of God, nor the happiness of 
mankind, and therefore not necessary to be taught. 
But even where it is, in some measure, known 
amongst men, and the utility of the doctrine allowed, 
they are much divided about the period of its taking 
place, some saying that it is before our believing or 
faith in Christ ; whilst others, with as much strenu- 
ousness, assert the contrary. If what I have already 
offered to the consideration of the public, shall be 
allowed to have any weight, it will appear, that our 
union with Christ is not only antecedent to our faith 
and believing, but also to all that he did and suffered 
for us men and for our salvation. The matter pro- 
posed in the gospel to be believed is true, and relates 
to the person of Christ and his benefits. That he 
was the Son of God, the Christ, the true Messiah, the 
I AM, is a matter proposed to be believed upon the 
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credit of the Divine testimony. Because this is a 
truth, theiefore is it to be believed; and as it is 
a tmth befoie believing, it is evident that it is not 
made a truth by believing, but is in itself a truth 
perfect and permanent^ whether believed or not* 

So also with relation unto Christ's benefits ; that 
the Father is well-pleased in his beloved Son, is a 
truth in itself, the nature of which cannot be altered 
by our yielding or withholding our assent to it I 
have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, 
and as a doud thy sins : return unto me, for I have 
redeemed thee.^ This positive testimony of redemp- 
tion, and the forgiveness of sins, is declared unto 
them who at the time believed it not ; upon the credit 
of which truth, they are called upon to return unto 
their God. Cry unto her that her warfare is accom- 
plished, that her iniquity is pardoned.* Ttus was a 
truth concerning those who knew it not, and was to 
be declared unto them as such, that they, believing 
it, might be comforted. That Christ hath put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself; was delivered for our 
offences and raised again for our justification ; is true, 

* But althongli the fact be tme in itselfi it is of no pnctical im- 
porianoe to lum who is the olgeet of it, nntil he be brought to reoeiye 
that testimony oonoeming it^ whioh is contained in the written word. 
Thus it is said that belierers are nnited to Christ by faith, in the same 
manner as they are said to be justified by faith, althongh in the cove- 
nant of God Iheb union to him, and their justification in him had 
taken place before they beUered the record concerning it.— Edit. 

> Isa. xliT, 22. •I8axl,2. 
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and therefore recorded to be credited and rejoiced in. 
As the gospel is true before our believing it, so union 
with Christ is a fact which has taken place antecedent 
to our believing it, the latter being necessary to the 
truth of the former, as I have sufficiently shewn 
under the first proposition in this treatise ; where the 
necessity of union with him, not only as previous 
unto our faith in him, but also unto his suffering for 
our sins, appears obvious. That God loved mankind 
before Jesus died for them, the Scriptures affirm, 
where they make the latter a fruit of the former : and 
if God loved them before, he certainly saw them in a 
sinless state ; for it is contrary to the holiness of his 
nature to love the unclean ; being of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity. But in themselves, as related to 
the earthly Adam, they were unclean ; therefore he 
must have beheld them in Christ, loved them in him, 
which, if true, then were they in him ; and, as being 
in him in this sense doth not suppose their knowledge 
of his person, through the belief of the gospel, but a 
passivity with respect to them, as branches hidden in 
the stock, or the woman in the man, it implies the 
closest union and the necessity thereof, before their 
believing, to render and preserve them objects worthy 
of the Divine love and favour. 

Jesus, in his appeal unto the Father, says. Thou 
hast loved them as thou hast loved me ; and again. 
Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 
In those words the love of the Father unto the Son, 
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is represented as the grand archetype of his love unto 
his peopla The Father loved the Son before the 
foundation of the world ; but, saith the Son, Thou 
hast loved them as thou hast loved me. The Father 
loved the Son as the brightness of his glory, and his 
own express image; but, saith the Son, Thou hast 
loved them as thou hast loved me. The Father loved 
the Son and preferred him before angels, having not 
said unto any of them. Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee ; but, saith the Son, of the chil- 
dren of men, Thou hast loved them as thou hast 
loved me. The Father loves the Son with everlasting, 
unchangeable ddlight and pleasure; but, saith the 
Son, Thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me. 
The Father loveth the Son and hath revealed it unto 
him, yea hath given him the knowledge of it above 
measure; but, saith the Son, That the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and that thou hast 
loved them as thou hast loved me. From all which 
it appears that Christ and the church are one object 
of the Father's love, of his choice, good-will, delight, 
and pleasure ; he the head, and they the body, con- 
stituting the elect precious, the man beloved of God 
and accepted. 

But the head being the medium between God and 
the body, hath the pre-eminence in all things : and 
as the head was never without the body, nor the body 
without the head in the Lord, the body hath always 
been, by union with the head, entitled unto all the 



THE believer's TREASURY. 41 

blessings, honours, and glories thereof. Nor doth the 
head withhold from the body that glory and honour 
which he immediately receives from God, but divinely 
sheds it over the whole man, according unto that 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour ; therefore, saith the head, 
The glory which thou gavest me I have given them, 
that they may be one even as we are one. But to be 
brief, what hath already been urged to prove the 
necessity of union, proves it to be also before faith, 
it being necessary unto the Father's loving us as he 
loved his Son ; yea, unto his choice of us in his Son ; 
necessary unto the engagements of Christ on man's 
behalf, otherwise he had not the right of redemption ; 
necessary unto his suffering the death of the cross 
for us, as hath been largely shewn in the former part 
of this work ; it is also necessary unto our believing 
a truth, except it appear that our faith, or believing, 
makes it a truth. Indeed the apostle says. Through 
faith we understand the worlds were framed by the 
word of God ; but he doth not say that faith made 
the worlds ; so, truly, through faith we understand 
our union with Christ, yet it is not in this sense our 
faith that makes it. 

But if it is not true until our believing, and by 
means thereof, then doth believing make that a truth 
which was not a truth, and faith creates its own ob- 
ject, and then embraces it. This looks like the 



42 THE believer's treasury. 

heathen idolatry, first making their gods, and then 
trusting in them ; or like Milton's adventurous flight 
of Satan through chaos unto the new world, which 
he performed before the bridge was mada 

That this is contrary to the Scriptures, is evident 
from the declaration: He that believeth not God, 
hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son; and this is the 
record, that God hath giyen to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his SonJ The truth here proposed to 
be believed, is this, that God hath given to us eternal 
life in his Son ; and that this is a truth before it is 
believed, is evident; otherwise it doth not appear 
how our unbelief makes God a liar. Besides, to deny 
this truth, is to depreciate the sacrifice of Jesus, and 
to make it an insufficient atonement for sin, without 
faith and compliance on our part ; thereby making the 
glory of Christ, and the truth of the promises made 
unto him, wholly dependent on the will and actions 
of the creature. And how fully this frustrates the 
grace of God, I leave unto every man who knows 
himself to determina 

Moreover, I take it, that where the all-sufficiency 
of the sacrifice of Jesus to put away sin, and that 
without any act of ours, either mental or external, is 
denied, it amounts to what the Scriptures call a 
crucifying of the Son of God afresh, and putting him 
to open shame : but to acknowledge the all^sufficiency 

»lJ(Anv,10, 11. 
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of the sacrifice of Christ to put away sin without any 
act of ours, and yet to deny this to be a truth until 
believed, viz., that he hath put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself, is a palpable contradiction, a position 
founded in prejudice without the least shadow of 
reason. Otherwise we are to consider such a con- 
fession as containing an equivocation : and when they 
confess the sacrifice of Christ as having put away sin, 
they make it synonymous with the sorrow, hatred, 
fear, faith, love, joy, &c., which they feel in their own 
bosoms, thereby making no account of the person and 
personal sufferings of Christ, they embrace a phantasm. 
The gospel is plain, simple, and inartificial, suited to 
the meanest capacity, and would be more universally 
acknowledged, were it not for that imreasonable esti- 
mate which men set on themselves, on account of 
their learning, wisdom, experience, &c. Thence judg- 
ing themselves qualified to direct the consciences of 
their fellow-creatures, they will not suffer them to 
think for themselves, nor commend them to Jesus 
and the word of his grace ; they always amuse them 
with an artificial religion, consisting of directions how 
to attain to faith, to sanctification, &c,, and yet admit 
that they can do nothing, but that the agency of the 
Spirit is free as the wind ; withal giving such defini- 
tions of saving faith, true holiness, &c., as none but 
Schoolmen can understand; thereby puzzling the 
minds of people, puffing up the vain and opinionated 
with pride and arrogance, from a supposition of their 
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being possessed of those excellencies, and distracting 
the minds of the more phlegmatic and melancholy, 
through the fear of their not being possessed of them. 
But should mankind be released from those chains, 
and suffered to think for themselves, how natural 
would it be for them to conclude, when God proposes 
a matter in hia word to be believed, that that matter 
is true before they have believed it Therefore if it 
is true that Jesus was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification, and that before our 
faith ; that which was necessary unto this transaction, 
namely our union with him, is true also before faitL 
If it is not our faith, or believing, that makes this 
union, it is an act of eternal love, the purpose and grace 
which was given us in Jesua Christ before the world 
began ; the antiquity of which is obvious. Nor may 
its date be fixed, because exceeding the limits of time ; 
and what hath been from everlasting, will be unto 
everlasting; the eternal sameness of the person of 
Jesus being an undeniable proof of the unchangeable- 
nesB of this union. 

I shall now consider the objections generally made 
to the doctrine of union and endeavour to give them 
satda^tory answers. 

The old trite objection of its tending unto licen- 
tiousness, leads the way, saying, if union with 
Christ is the ground of o\ir acceptance with Qod 
and our security in hia fevour; then the doc- 
tiine of rewards and punishments is overthrown, 
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and man hath nothing left to stimulato him to 
virtue. 

Anew, To work from an expectation of being 
rewarded, is to make it of debt and not of grace : but 
the nature of the Deity is so infinitely pure ; so holy, 
just, and true his laws, that it is impossible man 
should make him his debtor; nay, it would be tlie 
highest arrogance to pretend it. The Scriptures are 
against it, when they protest that no flesh shall glory 
in his presence: common experience, in its sober 
moments, is against it, for that teaches us that every 
man living is infinitely short of conformity unto the 
Divine will ; therefore the notion of obedience, from 
expectation of reward, is a tacit acknowledgment of 
man's utter ignorance, both of himself and his God. 
And then to suppose that the fear of punishment is 
necessary to excite men to obedience, is to reverse 
the Scriptures. The gospel is preached for the obedi- 
ence of faith, that being thereby delivered from fear, 
we might serve him in holiness and righteousness all 
the days of our life. 

But the obedience of fear is diametrically opposite 
unto the obedience of faith ; the former hath its rise and 
maintenance from a lie, from that habit and principle 
which makes God a liar, by not believing the record 
which he hath given of his Son ; but the latter springs 
from a belief of the truth, from a full persuasion of 
the love of God, and of his being reconciled in Christ 
Jesus. The former is a doing evil that good may 
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come; for when the fear of punishment is judged 
necessary to obedience, unbelief is established, and 
authority given to crucify the Son of God afresh, and 
put him to open shame, to trample his blood under 
foot, and count it an unholy thing; for all this is 
tacitly taught in the fear of punishment, as necessary 
unto obedience ; and yet this manifest antichristian 
policy is generally taught by those who seek them- 
selves and not Christ Jesus the Lord. They very 
well know that ignorance, unbelief, and fear, are the 
nerves of implicit obedience unto their doctrines and 
traditions. That such an obedience is far from being 
a compensation for the despite done thereby to the 
Spirit of grace, and dishonour to the crucified One, 
they shall sooner or later know, when all their works 
shall be burnt up, and they shall suffer losa But the 
obedience of faith is genuine, free from artifice, 
without fear, dependent on the perfect amity of God ; 
yea, consists in a constant persuasion of, and rejoicing 
in this truth, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died 
upon a cross, and rose again from the dead, having 
thereby justified us from every charge once brought 
against us, and sanctified us from all our pollutions. 
To submit unto this, to have the conscience purified 
through the view and belief of this, yea, to have 
every thought brought into captivity unto this, is 
the true obedience of faith, and this so far from 
being urged by fear that fear would annihilate it ; and 
60 far from having an eye to the reward, that it 
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answers unto that charity which seeketh not its own, 
but says, when saw we thee hungry and fed thee, or 
thirsty and gave thee drink, &c. ? Therefore, that the 
doctrine of union with Christ, and salvation in him, 
overthroweth the doctrine of rewards and punishments, 
as that which influenceth our lives, is true ; but then 
it only overturns that which the Scriptures explode, 
and what reason confesseth mean and selfish, and not 
that generous disinterestied service of love, which it 
declares worthy of the Divine Being, and becoming 
the dignity of man. 

Ohjec. But doth not the Scriptures rather establish 
the doctrine of rewards and punishments, as that 
which excites to choose the good and refuse the evil ? 
Is not this their express language; say ye to the 
righteous, it shall be well with him, for they shall eat 
the fruit of their doings ; woe unto the wicked, it shall 
be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be 
given him ;* with many other texts of like impoi-t ? 

Anaw. Unto the right understanding of the 
Scriptures, it is necessary to know that they consist 
of two parts, letter and spirit, or law and gospel. 
Now, the letter (or the law) killeth, saith the apostle, 
but the spirit (or the gospel) giveth life. And as this 
is needful to be known, so is it also that we should be 
able to distinguish one from the other ; else how doth 
it appear that we rightly divide the word of life ? If 
the gospel be considered as God's good sayings, or 

»lBa. ui,10,ll. 
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and thus standing in him, we can indeed read the law 
or the doctrine of rewards and punishments without 
fear, because the punishments, yea, all the threaten- 
ings in the book of God, have been executed upon us, 
as sinners and law-breakers in him. Hence it is we 
dare not read the demands of the law unto ourselves 
as distinct or separate from our union and oneness 
with him, because we cannot answer them, it being 
only designed as a ministration of death, to slay us 
to ourselves, and make us dependent on him. Nor 
dare we read any one threatening in Scriptures against 
the sinner and ungodly, unto ourselves, out of him, 
because we cannot endure it To imagine from 
any worthiness in ourselves, that we come not 
under those characters against which the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven, and which are so dread- 
fully threatened in the word, is to be most wretchedly 
ignorant of the spirituality of God*s law, and, con- 
sequently, of the condition of human nature ; for 
where the holiness of the law is known, it will 
appear that there is not one obnoxious character in 
the Scriptures, which, according to the purity of the 
law, doth not belong to all mankind ; nor can the most 
upright amongst men, in justice, deny its belonging to 
them ; therefore our exemption from such characters, 
and from the punishment due to them, is only by 
union with Christ, where his character is upon us 
before the Father ; and according to the consciousness 
we have of our salvation standing here, are free 
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from the fear of future punishment, having seen the 
end of it in Christ Jesus, and therefore are no 
longer to be influenced thereby. As to the promised 
reward, the promises were made to Abraham and his 
seed ; which seed, according to the apostle, is Christ. 
It is also to be observed, that, previous unto inheriting 
the promise, there must be a fulfilling the law, to 
make it appear that the promises of God are not 
against the law. Where the promises, in general, 
speak unto man, it is unto him as willing, obedient, 
repentant, fearing the Lord, believing, &c., every 
which characteristic amounts unto what the law 
demands of man, viz. satisfaction for dishonour 
received, by sin that is past, and perfect obedience 
unto its precepts for the future. Although those 
requisites are not expressly mentioned in every 
promise, they are, nevertheless, implied, otherwise the 
promises of God would be against the law, which 
God forbid. Now, if the promise only rewards the 
man whom the law approves, as holy, just, and true, 
it is easy to perceive that Jesus only is the man ; For 
all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
amen.* Therefore the rewards are his; he as the 
head is crowned with glory, honour, and immortality ; 
whilst every member, by union with the head, 
partakes of his honours. Whereas, to expect reward 
for the work of our own hands, would be to set up for 
ourselves, to act independent of our head, and to 

> 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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refuse him the pre-eminence in all things. But 
when we give him this, we are neither influenced by 
the fear of punishment, nor hope of reward, but by 
our head, Christ alone ; our hearts are in his hand, 
and committing ourselves with all our concerns, unto 
him, we permit him to guide us, and are passive with 
him. And certain it is, the more we are delivered 
from that religion which consists in self-seeking, the 
less injurious we are in this present world. 

Oljec, Doth not your description of the person 
unto whom the promises belong, make salvation con- 
ditional, by asserting that the promise rewards none 
but such whom the law approves of ? This contra- 
dicts the apostle's doctrine. By grace ye are saved. 

Answ. That God is sovereign I grant ; but that 
he saves mankind from mere sovereignty or arbitrary 
grace, without having respect unto this law, as a 
transcript of his own perfections, I think I ought to 
deny; because he hath pledged his faithfulness and 
truth unto his law, that the transgressor should be 
punished, and that it should be established, rather 
than made void, by the faith of the gospeL 
AVhereas the law would be against such promises, as 
have no respect unto its justice, and purity. But the 
Lord is well-pleased for his righteousness' sake, he 
will magnify the law, and make it honourable.* 
Again, grace without truth, or salvation without 
respecting the purity and justice of the law, would 

'Isa. zlii, 21. 
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be to pour contempt upon the death and blood of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, as not necessary unto salvation, 
and to make it either merely accidental, from the rage 
of his enemies, or at farthest, exemplary only ; which 
supposition would overturn and invalidate the testi- 
mony of the Scriptures concerning his fulfiUitig all 
righteousness, enduring the curse of the law, and 
washing us from our sins in his blood. Again, to 
suppose that mankind are saved by any new law, 
consisting of repentance, faith, and new obedience, 
substituting sincerity, in the stead of perfection ; I 
say, to suppose this, would be to make God change- 
able ; first, giving a law as a rule of righteousness, 
and a standard, whereby to know good and evil ; and, 
in process of time, giving another upon easier terms ; 
which could not be without a change in his per- 
fections ; his nature and perfections being the original 
of every law given by him to mankind. 

But I would not multiply words to confute, what 
hath not the least shadow of reason, or foundation in 
the Scriptures : for Jesus says. Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law or the prophets, I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil : for verily I say unto 
you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot, or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass, till all be fulfilled.^ It is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of 
the law to fail.^ It is evident that our Saviour 
means by this law, that which was given upon ^inai; 

* Matt, y, 17, 18. ' Luke xvi, 17. 
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nor, did he give any new commandment which was 
not included in that law, as appears from his testi- 
mony elsewhere. But, when we assert that the 
promises are only fulfilled on such whom the law 
approves oi^ and that Jesus only was the man thus 
approved of God, I consider him in the capacity of 
the second Adam, including the people in himself; 
who by union with him, inherit the blessing. And 
though they can, upon this consideration, claim the 
forgiveness of sin, as an act of justice in God, yet are 
they saved by grace : their election in Christ, their 
union with him, their eternal life, with all the 
blessings thereof, was God's purpose and grace, given 
them in Christ Jesus, before the world began, accord- 
ing to which grace they are saved. Again, as it was 
grace that founded, so was it grace that executed this 
plan of salvation, we being passive in the hands of 
grace, when he washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, when he created us anew, and presented us 
unto himself a glorious church without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; we, as in him, being 
in passivity, inactive, and incapable of merit, makes 
that to be mere grace unto us as individuals, which 
unto him, as including mankind, was conditional. 

Oljec, The doctrine of union with Christ, before 
faith, and of salvation in him, tends to make faith, or 
believing, void ; because if I am united to Christ, 
justified, forgiven, and accepted in him before I 
believe, where is the necessity of believing at all ? 
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Answ. To build without a foundation, is to labour 
in vain. How shall they believe except they hear ? 
saith the apostle ; and what shall they hear, if the 
truth to be believed hath no existence unLil it be 
believed? But having spoken unto this under the 
article of union before faith, I wave it herb. 

I would only ask, is it from the belief of our union 
with Christ, and salvation in him, or from the dis- 
belief thereof, that occasion is taken to live in 
unbelief, and believing counted unnecessary? Not 
from the latter, according to the objection, because to 
disbelieve a falsehood, is negative orthodoxy ; and to 
say it is from the former, is the most palpable contra- 
diction, because whosoever believeth that, believeth 
what the gospel proposes to be believed, therefore the 
objection, of course, falls to the ground. 

Every man proposing a system unto his fellow- 
creatures, doth it with a view that they should believe 
it, be it true or false: so also when union with 
Christ, and salvation in him, before they apprehend 
him, is taught the people, is it not with a view that 
they should believe it, and believing, rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory ? It certainly is, and 
therefore is not designed to keep them in unbelief. 
Again, it is the word of God whereby faith comes ; 
the declaration, even unto unbelievers, of their war- 
fare accomplished, and their iniquities pardoned, as 
well attested in the Scriptures, hath certainly a more 
genuine tendency to produce faith and confidence in 
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God, than to tell them if they will believe, &c. they 
shall be justified, their sins be expiated and forgiven. 
However smoothly and artfully this may be worded, 
it is impossible to free it from the idea of condition, 
and, what is yet worse, such a condition as man hath 
neither wisdom, will, nor power to fulfil ; yea, it is 
still, in effect, to preach the law. Believe and thou 
shalt be saved, is certainly similar unto, do this and 
live ; man, in himself, being as capable of doing one 
as the other. 

When mankind are taught, that their eternal sal- 
vation depends upon believing, (and what is yet more 
strange, believing a matter which is not true until 
believed) it is natural for every man, whose conscience 
is alarmed, to attempt it ; but the more he endeavours, 
the farther he is off; like rowing against a violent 
stream : the dread of coming short, through unbelief, 
and his weakness and utter incapacity, to believe, 
rushes upon him like a torrent, bears him back with 
violence, until discouraged and enervated he sinks, 
overwhelmed with fear and bondage. Indeed, where 
believing is only respected as a bare assent unto a 
proposition, mankind may, with some shadow of rea- 
son, talk of their abilities, and of the easiness of the 
condition, pretending that it is an instance of the 
richest, freest grace, where salvation is promised 
upon believing. But it is not practicable with a mind 
that is in earnest, to assent unto a human proposition 
without demonstration, much less respecting divine 
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things, because the difficulty in believing, increases 
in proportion to the magnitude and concernment of 
the matter believed ; which difficulty is owing unto 
the propensity of human nature to an evil heart of 
unbelief, unto the remoteness of heavenly things from 
our natural ideas, and their contrariety unto our 
senses. Believe and thou shalt be saved, like any 
other law precept, when enforced upon the mind of 
man, generating with his weakness, begets unbelief and 
fear, but never produceth faith : that comes only by 
the word of life, that word which bringeth salvation, 
which preaches peace by Jesus Christ, declaring him 
as made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, and redemption, that whosoever glorieth, 
should glory in the Lord. The belief of the truth 
Cometh by hearing of its perfection, reality, and 
immutability ; of our being delivered from the curse, 
in him who was made a curse for us ; of our being 
saved in him, with an everlasting salvation ; of his 
being such an high-priest as becometh us ; in brief, 
of our oneness with him, and indisputable right from 
thence, to consider ourselves according unto him, as 
our head and husband. Thus, whilst men are not 
put upon believing in order to save themselves, but 
are. taught calmly to hear the word that bringeth 
salvation, they, according to the power of the Holy 
Ghost, either instantaneously, or gradually, credit the 
report, and consequently enter into the belief of the 
truth, without their once attempting to believe, or 
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troubling or perplexing themselves about it. Whilst 
such who are more concerned about their mode of 
believing, than about the truth which is to be believed, 
are distressed under the difficulty, yea the impossi- 
bility of their performing it, when they have exerted 
themselves to the utmost ; therefore as the doctrine 
of union with Christ, before faith, and salvation in 
him, appears in this lights viz., the word by which 
faith Cometh; nothing is more notorious than the 
unreasonableness of the objection, that it makes void 
faith. 

Oljec But doth not such a union with Christ 
destroy his pre-eminence, tending to exalt man, to 
the degrading of Christ ? 

Anew. By no means: it rather establisheth his 
pre-eminence, where the people, as the members, by 
union with him, the head, are chosen, beloved, called, 
saved, and accepted of God. They receive no honour, 
grace, or blessing, but by him; being apprized of 
this, he is all their hope and salvation. They look 
unto the Father by him, nor dare they, at any time, 
approach God, but in him. He hath done all, suffered 
all, and obtained alL But the glory which he hath 
received, he freely gives unto them, whilst they con- 
fess him their head and Saviour ; and as such they 
honour him, and eternally give him praise. Christ, 
in his office capacity, answers unto the idea of the 
human body, which being one is composed of many 
members, of which he himself is a member, viz., the 
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head, the pre-eminent, and most highly exalted ; 
upon whom all the members ava dependent for honour, 
the head only wearing the crown ; for unction, the 
head only was anointed ; for all blessings, the head 
only receives them immediately from God, being 
always the medium between him and the body, and 
appointed to guide, influence, and nourish it Every 
member brings its tribute unto the head, and with 
praise, confesseth his pre-eminence ; whilst the head 
is not ashamed to call them brethren. The more 
highly they perceive themselves exalted, the more 
glorious and eminent the head appears before them : 
forasmuch as through all exaltations, in time and 
eternity, a just and proportionable distinction is kept 
up and maintained between the head and members, 
in dignity, beauty, and glory ; and this all the mem- 
bers know, when influenced by their head ; therefore 
the doctrine of union with Christ doth not destroy 
his pre-eminence, nox exalt mankind unto this dis- 
honour. 

Objee, But doth not the doctrine of union, which 
supposes Christ to suffer under the character of the 
sinner, contradict the apostle, who saith, Christ also 
hath onoe suffered for sin, the just for the unjust^ 

Answ, To intimate that Jesus was a sinner in 
thought, word, or deed, is what I never intended, but 
would abhor the thought as highly blasphemous; 
nay, the prince of this world, when he came, having 

1 Pet. iu, IS. 
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nothing in him, was therefore constrained to appear 
in visible fonn and tempt him by his outward senses. 
He was holy, harmless, nndefiled, and separate from 
sinners, made higher than the heavens ; this was his 
proper, personal, individual character, and in this 
sense the apostle is to be understood speaking, when 
he saith, the just died for the unjust. But then we 
are told by another apostle, that he (viz. God) hath 
made him sin for us, who knew no sin,* from which 
it appears, that he, who in his individual character 
was sinless, was yet, notwithstanding, as the head 
and representative of the church, made sin, yea made 
a curse for us; and under that character, was punished 
with that death and condemnation, which was due to 
man's offence. And this accounting of him a sinner, 
in the eye of justice, as it was equitable ; so was it 
not from any personal guile, for he knew no sin ; but 
from his union unto the sinful people, which rendered 
the punishment of their sin upon him, an act of 
divine and strict justica Thus it appears that the 
doctrine of union, which represents Jesus suiBFering 
under the character of the sinner, doth not suppose 
him such in his own particular person ; nay, strongly, 
witnesseth the contrary, and respects him only thus 
by such an imputation as, considered on the article 
of union, is just and true with God and man. 

Objee. This doctrine of union, as it speaks of our 
being one with Christ, in all he did and suffered, 

* 2 Cor. V, 21. 
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seems contrary unto his testimony by the prophet ; 
where he says, I have trodden the winepress alone, 
and of the people there was none with me.* 

Answ. It is evident from the words, that his 
meaning is, he received no help or assistance from the 
people. This the fifth verse sheweth : I looked and 
there was none to help, &c., therefore mine own arm 
brought salvation unto me. The doctrine of union 
contains no such proposition as this, that the people 
were fellow-helpers with Christ, when he atoned for 
sin, and destroyed the enemies of their salvation : in 
this sense they were not with him : in this sense we 
were not with Adam when he sinned ; we were not 
abetting, concurring, and active in his offence ; and yet 
we were in him offending in the great transgression. 

We were also with Christ, and in him, through all 
he did and suffered ; though not active, not aiding or 
assisting in his obedience, nor enduring any part of 
his torments, according to our sensation. In this 
sense, he trod the winepress alone, and of the people 
there was none with him. And where the Scriptures 
speak of our being in him, of being crucified with 
him, raised with him, sitting together in heavenly 
places in him, &c,, as they evidently speak of these 
things according to union ; so when compared with 
our Saviour's saying by the prophet before-mentioned, 
it appears that we were in him, and with him, 
through all, but not active ; we were altogether in a 

' Isa. Iziii, 8. 
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passive state, whilst the toil and torment was wholly 
his. Yet through all, he was greatly conscious of his 
including the people in himself, his life and death, 
being that of the whole body ; for if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it Thus, though 
we were not with him, as helping or assisting him, 
according to the prophet, yet were we always in him, 
and with him according to the doctrine of union so 
abundantly taught in the Scriptures. The objections 
already mentioned, and which I have answered, being 
those which chiefly arise in the minds of serious un- 
prejudiced persons against the doctrine of union ; I 
shall not consider any more at present, as I do not 
intend anything controversial, in the present treatise. 

I shall proceed to consider, as proposed at first, a 
few of the never-failing springs of consolation which 
arise from the grace of union with Christ. 

That the harmony of the Divine perfections, as mani- 
festly established by the doctrine of union, is a 
consolatory consideration, every man, apprehending 
it, can abundantly testify. We can have no confi- 
dence towards God, whilst we imagine that his 
attributes are contrary to us ; and I am persuaded 
that this imagination is very natural unto aU such 
who have seen human nature in its ruins ; and, 
striving with all wisdom, power, and diligence, to 
repair its breaches, have found that their utmost 
efforts have been like untempered mortar, which still 
ialls off and makes the breach worse ; or like a piece 
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of new cloth put upon an old garment, still enlarging 
the rent. Where persons have been thus exercised, 
though they might at times have a faint hope in the 
mercy of God, they have thought it inconsistent with 
his justice and purity to save them from the wrath to 
come. But when the grace of union with Christ is 
manifest unto them, they can see aU things consist by 
him: Mercy and Truth are met together, Eighteousness 
and Peace have kissed each other. 

Mankind may now rejoice in the justice and purity 
of God; yea, appeal unto him as just, as holy, as 
faithful, because, according unto union with Christ, 
justice hath been satisfied in his bloodshedding and 
death ; where they in him, and he in them, have been 
fully punished for all their iniquity ; upon which the 
Lord saith, Their sins and iniquities wiU I remember no 
more.* Hence he is just to forgive them their sins, and 
to cleanse them from all unrighteousness ; yea, accord- 
ing unto his holiness, may they now have confidence 
in him : though his eyes are purer than to behold 
iniquity, they may approach him and stand before him 
with boldness, being by union with Christ, sanctified in 
him, holy in him, yea he himself is their holiness. 
When this is discerned we are no longer terrified at 
the holiness of the Divine nature, but have boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus ; yea, 
have unspeakable delight in the holiness of God, and 
infinite expectations from it. As the promise is to 

» Heb. X, 17. 
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snch who confess and forsake their sin, it is fulfilled 
upon us in Jesus ; all the promises of God being in 
him, yea, and in him. Amen. There have we, with 
aU the prayers and supplications, strong crying, and 
tears, which Jesus offered in the days of his flesh, 
confessed our sins unto €rod ; and where he, having 
purged our sin, appeared the second time without sin 
unto salvation, we have eternally forsaken them; 
therefore we appeal unto the fiaithfulness of him who 
hath promised. In this blessed union, this infinite 
love and grace of God our Father, unto us in Christ 
Jesus, we see the harmony of his nature in all his 
dealings with us, and can sing, with untold delight, 
Thou art glorious for ever, our Father, our God ; thou 
jirt love, thou art mercy, thou art righteousness, thou 
art justice, thou art holiness, thou art faithfulness, 
thou art truth ; holy and reverend is thy name, 
Lord God of Hosts I and yet aU thy glorious perfec- 
tions agree in one, to accept us, delight in us, rojoice 
over us, and bless us with eternal Ufe, and all its 
happiness, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Again, in this gracious union, the Scriptures are all 
fulfilled; and the Key of David given us, that we 
may open, what no man can shut, and shut, what no 
man can open. When men who are strangers unto 
this union, take it upon them to expound the Scrip- 
tures, it is amazing to see, with what contradictions 
and inconsistencies it abounds. The precept, the 
threatening, the promise, and gracious declaration, are 
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all jumbled together; often overthrowing by one, 
wliat they have set up by the other. But in Christ 
they all agree in one : in him the precept is fulfilled, 
the threatening endured, the promised reward received, 
and the free and eternal salvation of God continually 
embracing the children of men : therefore, standing 
in the grace of union with Christ, we are at peace 
with all the Scriptures. He in us, and we in him 
have fulfilled all righteousness, fully kept the com- 
mandments of God, and suffered the punishment due 
unto our sin, and now inherit the promise ; whilst the 
voice of words, yea, every terrifying sound is silenced, 
and nothing now heard but the sound of grace, love, 
and goodwill. 

When we read the Scriptures in Christ, we deter- 
mine according to the possibility of things with God ; 
unto him who believeth, all things are possible. The 
impossibilities and jarrings with which the letter 
abounds, such as the demands of perfect obedience ; 
of satisfaction for sin; of salvation by grace, by 
works ; of the forgiveness of sin by Christ ; and yet 
judged according to the deeds done in the body, and 
giving an account, at that day, for every idle word, 
&c., all this, I say, hath its harmony and perfection 
in Jesus : nor have all the masters in Israel, for these 
eighteen hundred years, though there have been 
those who attempt it, been able to point out a 
reconciliation, and harmony of Scripture, out of him. 
But in him, as the representative of man, as 

p 
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haviDg the people in himself and he in them, the 
preceptive part is fulfilled perfectly, and all the 
threateniiigs executed upon the sinner, in him ; in 
him saved by grace ; in him justified by works ; 
accepted in him ; having redemption in his blood, the 
forgiveness of sin. Our account for the idle word is, 
that in ourselves we are carnal, sold under sin and 
have no good thing ; but that in Christ we are filled, 
in him sanctified, in him accepted; and therefore 
appeal from the first Adam unto the second. In like 
manner we account for the deeds done in the body ; 
Jesus having atoned for the evil, and done the good. 
These, and all other parts of scripture, which may 
appear in a critical and contradictory light, unto a 
person who hath not yet apprehended the union ; are, 
nevertheless, consistent, harmonious, and gracious 
unto all such who know what it is to be one with 
Christ, and Christ with them. In this light we can 
read the Scriptures with pleasure, in seeing all ful- 
filled in him, every dark saying opening up in him, 
and he gloriously triumphant, filling all in all. We 
also read them profitably, forasmuch as speaking thus 
of Christ, they hush and banish the fears arising from 
nature or temptation : they fortify the mind against 
the face of the enemy ; cherish and support us under 
all the vicissitudes of life ; and when depressed 
beneath the sense of human nature in its ruins, they 
present us with a glorious prospect of immortality, in 
the perfect resemblance and likeness of Jesus ; and. 
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to warm and refresh the mind more eflfectually, they 
bring the prospect near, and show us now the work- 
manship of God created anew in Christ Jesus, now 
passed from death unto life ; it is done, saith Jesus, I 
am Alpha, and Omega. 

Again, from the grace and truth of union, the 
Christian hath a right to reckon of himself, and of 
his own state and condition towards God, according 
to the state and condition in which Christ is ; hence, 
saith the apostle, reckon ye yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.* And what grace is this I that 
we helpless worms, whose every word, work, and 
thought, are unholy ; yea, in whom, according to the 
strongest testimony of our senses and reason, there 
are yet found the motions, life, and love of sin, should 
have a right to reckon ourselves dead unto sin, dead 
unto what we yet feel the life of ; dead unto what we 
yet feel the love of; dead unto what is yet stronger 
than we, and against which our utmost eflTorts, when 
compared with its strength, are feebleness itself; it 
esteems all our iron as straw, and our brass as rotten 
wood ; and, yet to reckon ourselves dead unto this ; 
what an amazing reckoning it is ! yea, not only dead 
unto sin, whereby we are exempted from its filth, 
guilt, and condemnation; but we are to reckon 
ourselves positively holy, righteous, and fruitful, alive 
unto God, and that in opposition to all we see, feel, or 

' Bom. vi, 11. 
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understand of ourselves, according to sensa What 
are we then to reckon of ourselves by ? by Jesus 
Christ our Lord! Let the heavens rejoice, and the 
earth be glad, for the Lord hath raised up a horn of 
salvation in the house of his servant David, according 
to the mouth of all his prophets which have been 
since the world began, which union with Christ is 
our right of appropriation ; otherwise we appropriate 
him and his benefits improperly, yea, unjustly; but 
in this light we can say, Herein is our love made 
perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment : because as he is, so are we in this world.* 
Hence, we have authority to conclude, if he is 
righteous, we are righteous ; as he, we are holy ; as he, 
we are wise ; as he, we have obtained redemption, 
and are accepted with him. This doth not suppose 
any excellency or worthiness in ourselves, whereby 
we are distinguished from our fellow-creatures, or set 
above our neighbours ; for then we should glory in 
the flesh, and should become an adulterous genera- 
tion ; which glorying is not good, but deeply odious 
unto all who are espoused, as chaste virgins, unto 
Christ ; insomuch that they can say, as hinted by the 
prophet, shameful spewing shall be on their glory.* 
But Jesus is our all, and our perfections are in him : 
that according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord,' Against hope, believing in hope, 
in Christ will we glory; against all the hopeless, 

' 1 John iv, 17. « Hab. ii, 16. ■ 1 Cor. i, 31. 
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depressing views we have of ourselves, when com- 
paring ourselves with ourselves, we would always 
believe in hope : in hope of his being accepted ; of 
God's being well pleased in him, and of our being 
accepted, and well-pleasing as him, by the grace of 
union with him, we look to things eternal and unseen, 
and not unto things present, which are seen. Our 
right and privilege is to judge of ourselves, and our 
state towards God, by union with Christ; by the 
Father's choice of him, his choice of us ; by his love 
to him, his love unto us ; by his acceptance of him, 
his acceptance of us ; by his eternal life and glory, 
our eternal life and glory ; and all this, without once 
considering the work of our own hands, or the 
desires, yeai'nings, or meditations of our hearts ; but 
passing from ourselves unto Jesus, we are wholly 
found in him, not having our own righteousness, &c. 
Unto all who know themselves, this is certainly a life- 
giving word ; a word that bringeth salvation ; nor can 
anything but that self-righteous principle, which is 
abhorred and detested of God, withstand it ; and that 
letteth and will let, until it be taken away, which the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
the brightness of his coming. But, unto all the 
Gentiles, the outcasts, the destitute, the sinners 
amongst mankind, with all who know themselves, 
and groan beneath the miseries of man; here are 
tidings of great joy ! there is a Saviour born unto you 
who is Ohrist the Lord ; and what is more, though 
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you are worthless, he is worthy ; though you are lost, 
he is found ; though you are unrighteous, unholy, un- 
wise, yet he is righteous, holy, wise ; and withal so 
neariy related, so closely united unto you that you 
may reckon yourselves to be what he is, and viewing 
him as yourselves through all he did and suffered, 
have your conscience purged from dead works ; stand 
washed and acquitted in his bloody death, and have 
the answer of a good conscience towards God, by his 
resurrection. 

Moreover, in the grace of union, the foundations 
are raised, and a glorious truth presented unto our 
view ; which, as it is perfect and permanent before 
our believing, so is it, if, at any time we should be 
overtaken with unbelief and doubtfulness. This is 
that which, at first, authorizes, excites, and encourages 
us to credit the gospel report. This is that which 
strengthens in us what is often ready to die. This is 
that which raises us when fallen, which brings us 
back when we have wandered, and affords strong 
consolation unto all who have fled unto Jesus for 
refuge : hence, if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, &c. 
Whilst he wears the character of righteous, we shall 
be accepted of God, and glorious in his sight ; and 
that is everlastingly ; for Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. The gospel is here a 
relation of facts, of who Jesus is, what he hath done, 
and that He hath loved us^ hath saved us, hath washed. 
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forgiven, and accepted us; the Divine beauty and 
reasonableness of which appears in the grace of union. 
This grace doth not require us, sophistically and un- 
naturally, to make that a truth by believing, which 
was not a truth before ; but first proposes Jesus as 
the truth, the grand original truth, before all things, 
and by whom all things consist : the ocean whence 
the rivers of grace and providence first had their rise ; 
and whither, after having run through the intricacies 
of time, they tend again, discharging and emptying 
themselves of all their floods, into the bosom of that 
mighty deep whence they first received them ; that 
he might be the kingdom, power, and glory. That 
his is the truth of all the types, predictions, and 
prophecies of the Jews ; the truth of wisdom, right- 
eousness, holiness, redemption, and salvation unto 
the Gentiles, is what the gospel declares ; affirming, 
illustrating, arguing, persuading, until the arm of the 
Lord is revealed, and the report believed. Thus faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God ; 
hence, I would cry unto the ends of the earth, your 
warfare is accomplished, your iniquity is pardoned ! 
you, who are lovers of pleasure, pursuing the lust of 
the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, as 
the highest, chiefest good ; wherefore will you spend 
your money for that which is nought, and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not? wherefore will you 
thirst after vanity, and attempt filling your belly with 
the east wind ? the Lord your God hath given you a 
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land flowing with milk and honey, beauty, honours, 
riches, length of days, wisdom, strength, perfection of 
righteousness, holiness, and liberty unlimited, all 
divine, all eternal, all heavenly glorious, are yours in 
Jesus; whose riches are unsearchable. Hence he 
calls all the ends of the earth to look unto him. Let 
those glorious prospects of grace and salvatioii, the 
bounty and benevolence of God to men, render the 
fashion of this world old and unseemly in your eyes, 
until it pass away, and you be found looking at the 
king in his glory, and the land which once was very 
far oflF, but is now brought nigh by the blood of Jesus ; 
this when seen, shall sicken your ear to every sound, 
your eye to every object, and your heart to every en- 
joyment, wherein the voice of Jesus' blood, the beauty 
of his person, the riches, and greatness of his salva* 
tion, are not made manifest ; and shall learn you to 
separate between the precious and the vile. 

Your God and Father is not disappointed in you; 
you have not deceived him ; he never expected any 
thing from you, more or less, than what he hath 
found. The satisfaction which he had in you at first, 
was beholding you as the travail of his soul, and as 
such, he beholds you still. Your unbelief cannot 
make his grace of none effect ; and though you have 
denied him, yet he cannot deny himself. That which 
was a truth before you believed, at the first, viz, 
Christ being your wisdom, righteousness, saactifica« 
tion, and iredemption, is a truth now, even when you 
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have ceased to believe ; insomuch, that in every time 
of need, though you have sadly departed from him, 
you have the same foundation, authority, and encou- 
ragement to believe, and be assured, as you had at 
the first. It is the scripture testimony of Jesus^ what 
he is, and what he hath done and su£fered, that is the 
ground of our confidence ; and not the reflection that 
we repent, believe, or obey ; and it is most certain 
that this ground remainetb, that this foundation is 
unshaken ; for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever ; and that our unbelief or any change 
passing over us, as in ourselves, cannot alter him who 
is unchangeable, and always righteous and accepted. 
In him we are always as he is, according to which 
similitude, God always beholds us, and accepts us ; 
therefore our change of frame or disposition, cannot 
change his views of us ; for, as he only beholds us in 
Jesus, he can always say that he beholds no iniquity 
in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel ; the Lord his 
God is always with him, and the shout of a king is 
among them. glorious grace ! triumphant love I 
Let him who is fallen, from hence, say, Bejoice not 
against me, mine enemy, for though I fall, I shall 
yet arise! Doth not this testimony quicken unto 
faith and confidence in Jesus ? Doth it not obviate 
and silence all the complaints and objections of the 
broken and despairing spirit, and bring back to the 
Saviour tliat which was driven away ? surely it does : 
— thus, from the grace of union, which renders Jesus 
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BucTi an high-priest as becometh ua, we obtain favoiiF, 
and find grace to help ns in every time of need. Sal- 
vation and perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord, by 
union with him, is that glorious truth, which first 
authorizes, encourages, and influences to believe; and 
that which preserves ua spotless and acceptable unto 
God, when we fail to believe and credit his testimony ; 
and infinitely above all other considerations, hath a 
tendency to raise us in our hope and confidence to- 
wards God ; and to preserve us from desperation. It 
is therefore unjust and unnatural, to charge this doc- 
trine with having a tendency to indulge people in 
unbelief Considering the condition of man, and the 
testimony of Jesns, I would challenge all the masters 
of Israel to produce a system more powerfully tend- 
ing to reconcile man unto God, and to raise the 
doubtful soul unto confidence in him. Let all such 
who, through the experience of human weakness, or 
the power of temptation, are fallen from the faith of 
the Son of God, and eunlc to the hell of their senses, 
consider this matter, and renew their strength as 
eagles. 

Furthermore, from the grace of union, we are taught 
to consider Jeaus, as the glory of the Scriptures ; all 
tlie members bring their tribute unto him, as the ex- 
alted head. If what I have already aimed at provini;, 
is tnie; that primarily as tlie head of his body the 
chursh, all the promises were made unto him, all the 
threatenings fall upon him, &c. ; then by him wo 
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inherit, by him we have atoned ; we claim no good 
out of him, nor will we acknowledge the evil ; for as 
much as in him we have been purged. All the beau- 
teous characters in the Scriptures are his^ and are only 
typical in the persons unto whom they are given in 
the letter; which is abundantly evident, from the 
contrast appearing in every one of them, they being 
all guilty of vices diametrically opposite to the virtues 
for which they are famous ; righteous Noah and Lot, 
both charged with drunkenness, and one with horrid 
incest : faithful Abraham with distrust, meanness of 
spirit, lying, or equivocating, as in the case of Sarah : 
meek Moses with unwarrantable passion, unadvised 
speech and such swellings at the waters of strife, as 
barred his entrance into the promised land ; it charges 
holy David, the man after God's own heart, with such 
weaknesses and crimes, as are by no means consistent 
with holiness ; but were a glaring proof of his heart 
being very unlike the heart of God: and Solomon, so 
famous for wisdom, had his dark side; how great 
were his follies ! and whilst much might be said for 
his wisdom, how many instances might be given of 
the most stupid, and God-provoking foolishness in 
him ? Job, also admired for his patience, gave the 
most pregnant proofs of impatience, and peevishness. 
It will be natural to enquire from hence, why the 
Scripture, which gives those men the most beautiful 
and amiable characters, as righteous, faithful, meek, 
holy, wise, and patient, should, at the same time pre- 
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sent us with a contrast in each of them^ drawn in 
such strong colours, tliat the most palpable contradic- 
tion appears ? the answer is easy ; let God be true» 
and every man a liar. Those men were all types of 
Jesus, their characters figurative of his; therefore 
Divine wisdom thought proper, not only to stain their 
glory, by suffering such blemishes in their spirit and 
conduct, as gave the lie unto their virtues, but also to 
record the same ; that at best they might appear but 
mere shadows, reserving the substance for Jesus. 
Therefore, whoso, reading the characters of those men, 
are not taught to look beyond them, unto the blfessed 
Jesus, have yet read the Scriptures to little purpose, 
having not yet known them, nor the power of God. 
Neither the prophets, nor apostles, wrote with the 
view, that such who venerate their writings, should 
have their persons in admiration; neither theirs, 
whose character they drew as eminent and famous in 
the church of God ; but the Spirit which moved them, 
designed, through the whole, the honour and glory of 
Jesus Christ : that passing on from every man, we 
might attain to the admiration of the person, and ex- 
cellencies of Jesus, as the only righteous, the only 
faithful, the only meek, wise, holy, and patient, until 
all, with an unwavering tongue, shall cry. Thou art 
altogether lovely, worthy is the Lamb, of the kingdom 
and glory. 

But lest any, who are used to please themselves 
with mankind, having men's persons in admiration, 
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should think we deal hardly with the saints of old, 
(for it is often found more dangerous, even among 
Christians, to speak lightly of pious men, than it is to 
speak so of Christ,) when we say that they were not the 
men which they are represented to be, their conduct 
and behaviour considered : I would here premise 
what will be equally obnoxious unto them, that those 
persons were really what the Scriptures say they 
were; that is, righteous, faithful, meek, holy, wise, 
patient, &c., without any exception : they were so in 
Christ. I know the Jew, however christianized, by 
profession, will either rave or sneer at this ; but let 
him : he that sitteth in the heavens will laugh him to 
scorn, and the Christians, indeed, will remain undis- 
turbed. I would calmly ask, what is the medium 
between Christ and man ? — if it is not true of them 
in themselves, as I have shewn it is not ; nor true of 
them in Christ, as the . Greek and Jew insinuates ; 
where is it true of them ? It must have its truth 
somewhere : I speak unto you who acknowledge the 
Scriptures. I am well aware of j'^our answer, viz. 
the Divine wisdom characterizes them according to 
what they were in part, and not in the whole. I 
would ask another question. Have we any other rule 
for the trial of right and wrong, good and evil, than 
the Divine law ? and doth not that law demand per- 
fection? doth it not, when broken in one point, 
declare the transgressor guilty of the whole ? doth it 
not curse whomsoever continueth not to do all things 
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written in the book thereof? and Jesiis saith, that 
heaven and earth shall pass away, but one jot or 
tittle of the law shall not fail, until the whole be 
fulfilled. But having spoken of this matter before, I 
refer you unto it; and shall only observe here, the 
arrogance and impropriety of assuming the character 
of righteous, meek, faithful, holy, &c., according to 
the works of our own hands or habits of the heart : 
this is flying in the face of God, and giving the lie to 
the Divine perfections as revealed in the law ; yea, it 
is in fact a denying our only Lord God, and Jesus 
Christ: for unto what purpose is he made wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; is it 
not that whosoever glorieth, should glory in the Lord ? 
but when persons assume those characters from the 
consideration of what they are in part, as in them- 
selves, they glory in themselves, and not in the 
Lord. 

If we consider the bible-saints and their excellen- 
cies, in a figurative light, as I have already hinted, 
our Jesus will appear the sum and substance of all 
the Scriptures ; or, if we respect them as being really 
in Christ what they are characterized in the letter, 
(for it is easily proved that they are not so in them- 
selves,) he still hath the pre-eminence in all things ; 
and every beautiful character given unto man in the 
Scriptures, is primarily his : as the substance of the 
shadow, or as the head, who, by union with the body, 
blesses all the members with his own condition and 
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character ; whilst they, above all things, rejoice in his 
beauty, power, and excellencies. That one thing so 
greatly desired by the Psalmist, is granted unto all 
who discern their union with the head ; namely, to 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever, to behold his 
beauty, and to enquire in his temple. Though the 
consideration of such a glorious salvation in Jesus, is 
infinitely refreshing and delightful, yet is there a 
higher felicity, consisting in the clear views of his 
personal beauties, and glories. Thus the elders who 
surround his throne, though perfected in his likeness, 
wearing crowns of glory, palms of victory, cast all 
their honours, and themselves likewise, before his 
feet; prostrating and singing incessantly, Worthy is 
the Lamb! thereby intimating, that his personal worth, 
dignity, and beauty, as beheld by them, is their high- 
est heaven, their sublimest consolation. For this the 
Saviour prayed : Father, I will, that they whom thou 
hast given me, may be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory. Unto the eye of sense, there 
was neither form nor comeliness, whereby men should 
desire him, when in the day of his humiliation his 
judgment was taken away ; when his face being more 
marred than any other man's, and his form more than 
the sons of men, he was pressed with our sicknesses, 
sins, and sorrows : then he appeared like the taber- 
nacle of old, (as covered with badgers' skins) mean 
and contemptible, unto all such as judged according 
to appearance : but unto those who conceived aright 
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of his beauty and glory, even then, his form was most 
excellent and his comeliness perfect, the fairest of the 
sons of men ; grace and truth was poured into his 
lips. My beloved, saith the spouse, is white and 
ruddy, the chief amongst ten thousand : yea, he is 
made the central point of all beauties and excellen- 
cies as when thus described ; his head is as the most 
fine gold ; his locks are bushy and black as a raven ; 
his eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of 
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set ; his cheeks 
are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers ; his lips like 
lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh ; his hands are 
as gold rings set with the beryl ; his belly is as bright 
ivory, overlaid with sapphires ; his legs are as pillars 
of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold ; his counte- 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; his 
mouth is most sweet, yea, he is altogether lovely. 
Thus gold, precious stones, ivory, marble, spices, flow- 
ers, trees, mountains, rivers, gums, birds, &c. are here 
collected, to form a composition of beauties, figurative 
of him : yea, whatsoever is seen in all the creation of 
God, all the excellencies and beauties, whether they 
are glories terrestrial or celestial, are figures of him ; 
all transmitting their lustre to him, all pointing to 
him, as their perfection ; and he, whose glory and 
honour was the ultimate end of their creation : all 
things were created by him, and for him, saith the 
Spirit. His beauties of holiness, how inexplicable ! 
how divine ! pure, without austerity ; wise, without 



THE BfiUBVBR'S TREASURt. 81 

vanity ; Humble, without meanness ; sdf-denying, 
without self-love ; holy, harmless, undefiled ; purer 
than the heavens ; holier than angels ; he only is holy ; 
he only is the Lord ; such was his self-denial, that 
though he was rich, yet he became poor ; though all 
honour, power, and glory was originally his, his name 
and character the most exalted ; yea, without robbery, 
he was equal to the Most High, yet he took upon him 
the form of a servant, and made himself of no reputa- 
tion. Whilst the foxes had holes, and the birds of 
the air had nests, the Son of Man had no where to 
lay his head ! as a stranger and pilgrim he passed 
through the world which his own hands had made, 
and unfeignedly felt the want of such necessaries and 
refreshments, which the creatures, from man to the 
reptile, yea, even to the smallest insect, through his 
providence, were abundantly supplied with. In all 
this he sought not himself, but through all, his un- 
changeable motto was, not my will, but thine be done ! 
it being his meat and his drink to do the Father's 
will. Such was his self-denial, that though he was 
that Just One in his own individual self, was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, made higher 
than the heavens, yet was he content to be numbered 
amongst the transgressors, and to be accounted sedi- 
tious, a rebel, a glutton, a wine bibber, a blasphemer, 
a deceiver, a demoniac, an encourager and ringleader 
of the most notorious sinners ; unto those accusations 
he replied not, but by his silence, denying his holy 

G 
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character, he seemingly acknowledged the charge 
exhibited against him. How beautiful his humility ! 
he patiently endured the contradiction of sinners 
against himself. How conspicuous his love through 
the things which he suffered ! many waters could not 
quench it, neither could the floods drown it. His 
meekness, how apparent ! When as a lamb led to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers dumb, 
he opened not his mouth ; when he was reviled he 
reviled not again, nor did he hide his face from shame 
and spitting, but calmly gave his back to the smiters, 
and his cheeks to them who plucked ofiF the hair. 
These, and every other God-like disposition and per- 
fection, shining in him through his life and death, 
render him at once the object of wonder, delight, and 
pleasure; yea, such is his superlative beauty, that 
when we have considered all excellencies in heaven 
and in eai-th with the utmost exactness and imparti- 
ality, we are still, with relation to them all, constrained 
to cry. As the apple tree is among the trees of the 
wood, so is my beloved among the sons. Surprisingly 
rare ! one amongst thousands, yea, only one in all the 
wood ; distinguished from all in fragrance, fruit, and 
shade. Well may every admiring worshipper say, I 
sat down under his shadow with great delight,, and 
his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
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APOSTOLIC PREACHING. 



The matter and manner of the apostles' preaching 
appears to be, when among Jews and Gentiles, that 
they taught Jesus Christ was the Messiah, the Son of 
God ; and that he was crucified unto death, and on 
the third day rose again from the dead, for the 
forgiveness of sins, and the justification of mankind. 
And this they proved from the predictions of the 
prophets, from the pattern shewn unto Moses in the 
Mount, and by undoubted miracles wrought in the 
name of that Jesus whom they preached. All who 
believed their testimony were thereby assured of 
salvation : there were no such doubts as these among 
them then, viz. how do I know whether he died for 
me, or whether I am particularly interested in him, 
&c. Those queries and criticisms are of later date . 

62 
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than the apostolic age, and owe thdir existence unto 
the wisdom of this world : which, in the decline of 
true Christianity, took place of that primitive sim- 
plicity, with which the first preachers of Jesus bare 
witness of hiuL They had their rise from the dis- 
tinctions made amongs,t men: as qualified or un- 
qualified for the grace of the gospel ; of fruitful, as 
having a right to believe their personal interest in 
Christ, or unfruitful, whose interest in him is doubtful. 
Those distinctions once concluded upon, between self- 
righteousness and ignorance of the Scriptures, have, 
from generation to generation, been carefully handed 
down ; whilst aU the world assented to them, as tra- 
ditions of gracious men, taking it for granted, without 
impartial enquiry^ that they were deducible from 
Scripturei 

This, by diegrees^ rendlered the things belonging to our 
peace so intricate, that the knowledge thereof was con- 
sidered! as wholly confined to the schools ; and hence it 
was, that when a man believed the gospel report concern- 
ing Jesus Christ, namely, that he was the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world ; that he died and rose again 
for our justification ; I say, when a man had beHeved 
this, he was yet taught to- enquire, how do I know 
whether he died for me ? Whether 11 am interested in 
him or not ? Was I sure, says one, that I am predesti^ 
Bate, I could be easy. Says another, was I but 
sufficiently convinced and humbled, I could believe 
thfit Christ died for ma Says a third, could I buifc 
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perceive the fruits of the Spirit in me, the proper 
effects and obedience of faith, I could be assured of 
my interest in him. 

Thos are mankind taught to establish their own 
righteousness; where, upon the authority of some 
goodness wrought by them, or found in them« they are 
directed to conclude of the love of God towards them, 
and of their personal interest in Christ. But what 
shall that man do, who is assured that every imagina^ 
tion of the thoughts of his heart, is only evil 
continually ;> whose goodness is as a morning cloudy 
and as the early dew it goeth away ;* and that he is 
an unclean thing, and all his righteousness as filthy 
rags f I say, what shall that man do> who by deep 
experience every day and hour, is sensible of those 
awful truths, and knows them applicable to every 
child of man ? who has a continual sense of his 
poverty, misery, blindness, and nakedness ? according 
to the forementioned traditions, he must despair and 
be damned everlastingly ; for those traditions say, it 
will avail him nothiug to believe all that the Bible 
reports of Jesus Christ, if he has not good works, 
good fruits in himself, as more corrobomting evidence, 
more infallible recommendations unto God; yea, as 
more undeniable marks of his acceptance with him, 
than Jesus Christ; than his birtb» life, sufferings, 
deaths resurrection, and ascension. Let ns only oom* 
pare those conclusions with the Scriptures, and we 

'G«ii.Yi,ft. 'Hoi.Ti.10. *Ifia.]zi7,9. 
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shall quickly perceive them to be the very sinews of 
Antichrist 

The apostle says, it is a faithfol saying and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners :* but Antichrist says, you 
cannot be saved unless you are holy and good in 
yourself; nor shall the death and resurrection of 
Jesus profit you, except you are changed and made 
fruitful in all good works, words, and thoughts. The 
scripture saith, to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness :* Antichrist saith, that Christ doth 
not justify the ungodly, and that he justifies only 
such who are godly, who are repentant, humble, meek, 
loving righteousness, and hating iniquity. And 
where the fore-cited text shews us, that the faith of 
Christ is accounted for righteousness to all such who, 
working not, believe on him, as justifying the ungodly : 
Antichrist says, you are justified by your own be- 
lieving, which will produce righteousness in you, to 
evidence it. The Scriptures say, that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us ? and that when we 
were enemies we were reconciled by the death of his 
Son;* and that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them :' but Antichrist saith, sinners have no 
right to conclude that Christ died for them; that 

» Tim. i, 15. «Bom. ir, 5. ■ Rom. ▼, a 
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such as have this right, are distinguished from sinners 
by inherent holiness and gracious qualities. And it 
further saith, in contradiction to Christ, that he did 
not reconcile us to God when we were enemies, but 
that we must love him, fear him, and serve him, 
before we can be said to be reconciled to hinL And 
as to man's being reconciled by the death of Jesus, it 
absolutely denies that, and says we are reconciled by 
being reformed, changed, and made conformable in 
heart and practice to God ; and that until then, it is 
not true that God hath reconciled us unto himself in 
Christ, notwithstanding the apostle saith it. The 
Scriptures say, that we are saved by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;^ yea, expressly, by grace are ye 
saved :* but Antichrist says, there are terms and con- 
conditions to be complied with and fulfilled, before 
you can be saved. The apostle saith, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and that this life is in his Son ; 
and that he who believeth not this record, hath made 
God a liar.' But Antichrist says, all have not a right 
to believe ; some because they are not predestinated, 
others because they are not qualified by repentance, 
&c. ; others though they have believed, have no right 
to be assured, because they are not sufiiciently 
fruitful : therefore, those cannot make God a liar, 
when they believed not, it being not required of them 
to believe a falsehood. Our Saviour censured such 
as trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 

' AoU XT, 11. • Eph. ii, 8. ■ 1 John t, 10, 11. 
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and despised others : but Antichrist supports this 
character, and is constantly for distinguishing between 
saints and sinners; and that not from any rejoicing 
in Jesus Christ, which one hath above the other, but 
from the saints being more righteous than the sinners ; 
more holy, devout, and wise. Our Saviour reproved 
the church of Laodicea, in the sharpest manner, for 
growing rich, and increasing in goods ; for not retain- 
ing a just sense of her poverty, misery, blindness, 
and nakedness: but Antichrist says, you must, 
increase in goods, you must grow rich, rich in wisdom, 
knowledge, holiness, goodness, virtue, and experience ; 
and except you thus increase in goods, Christ shall 
profit you nothing. You were poor and miserable, 
and blind, and naked, says Antichrist, but not so now ; 
you are converted, you are born again, you are 
changed ; therefore how should you know yourself to 
be what you are not now however, whatever you 
have been. 

The Spirit of truth says, Christ is made of God 
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption: yea, saith Antichrist, but except you 
are made this in yourselves, you cannot be saved. 
Thus the traditions of man make void the word of 
God ; and thus Antichrist warreth against Jesus, the 
Son of Mary, This is that Antichrist, whose coming 
was prophesied of, and who made his appearance as 
early as the days of the apostles. He ruined the 
labours of Paul, in Galt^tia, and made him complain 
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that all they who were in Asia were turned away from 
him ; insomuch that this apostle, laborious and zealous 
for the glory of Jesus Christ, lived to see sundry of 
the churches, whom he had espoused to one husband, 
as a chaste virgin to Christ, overrun and spoiled by 
Antichrist And indeed this and what followed, was 
foretold by him in his epistle to the Thessalonians, 
where he said, the day of Christ should not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and that man 
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped ; so that he as God, sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God, John 
also said, that Antichrist was in the world then, 
denying that Jesus was come in the flesh : or as it 
signifies, that he had finished the redemption of man- 
kind, and consequently, taught men to look for him 
yet to come, in their flesh, under the notion of light, 
power, wisdom, faithfulness, humility, love, &c. 

From the appearing of this Antichrist in the world, 
we may date the era of the apostasy, or falling away 
from the apostles' doctrine ; when mankind began to 
entangle each other with their own inventions. The 
apostles, as I have hinted, preached the person of 
Christ, the simple facts of his death and resurrection, 
as justification and forgiveness of sins to the children 
of Adam. It was enough that their hearers believed 
their report of the crucified one ; and, as I observed 
before, the persons thus believing never once ques- 



90 ESSAY ON 

tioued but it was for them, because hitherto they had 
not been taught that any were excluded from it. 
Antichrist had not as yet the boldness to affirm, that 
there were some amongst mankind, who, though they 
heard of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
yea, though they believed it, yet had no right to con- 
clude it was for them. Nor had he as yet propagated 
that subtle distinction, between the belief of the truth, 
and the knowledge of their personal interest therein. 
For in those days of undisguised truth and simplicity, 
when any man believed the testimony of the apostles 
concerning Jesus, his heart exulted in the truth, 
nothing doubtful of his interest therein. The belief 
of the truth, and the purged conscience, were then 
inseparable. For the testimony is not only that Christ 
died and rose again, such as we might hear of some 
other person, as Lazarus ; but the truth is, that he 
died for our sins, and rose again for our justification ; 
insomuch, that believing the truth, necessarily implies 
the knowledge of our personal interest in Christ ; the 
latter is always in proportion to the former. To dis- 
tinguish between the belief of the truth, and the 
knowledge of our interest therein, is the invention of 
a spirit, who, professing Christianity, would not be 
thought to be an unbeliever ; but at the same time, 
having not the testimony of a good conscience, the 
inward witness, which the Scriptures affirm to be the 
case with such who believe ; but still retaining a con- 
science of sin, he was obliged to scheme this distinc- 
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tion, to keep up his credit as a believer ; yet such a 
one as was doubtful of his personal interest in the 
truth believed. Yea, and to ward ofiF all censure on 
this account, this doubtfulness must be nourished, 
and cherished, and strongly recommended to others, 
as prudent, religious fear, from which we are very 
rarely to be delivered ; and that only in proportion to 
our fruitfulness, as the effects of the truth believed. 
And to make this the more plausible, it is insinuated, 
that the greatest danger lies on the side of a confident 
believing : signifying that men are rather damned for 
believing, (which is called presuming,) than for doubt- 
ing. Thus from every quarter, Antichrist aims, by 
his traditions, at making void the word of God. 

It is very suprising to observe, after a person hath 
made a great bustle about Christ, and raised a dust, 
by proposing a truth to be believed, unclogged with any 
conditions whatsoever in the person believing; re- 
quiring no other qualification in him than what is 
naturally common to mankind ; and that the truth 
which is thus to be believe, is none other than the 
simple fact of Christ's death and resurrection ;— I say 
after proposing this, and quarrelling with all the world 
about it, giving the hardest names, even unto such as 
only difiFered unhappily in the mode of expression, to 
find such a one sink to this, that a man may believe 
the fore-cited truth, and not know his interest in it ; 
yea, have no interest at all in it ; and that such as 
have, can only know it by their fruits. This gives 
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US a striking prospect of anti-christian policy, and 
makes us suspect the intention, where it is proposed^ 
to exalt Christ alone. The Scriptures assure us^ that 
mankind, as sinners, are interested in the death and 
. resurrection of Christ ; therefore, to apprehend and 
believe that truth properly, is to believe our personal 
interest in him* If it should be objected, that Christ 
doth not now say to any individual. Thy sins are for- 
given thee ; I answer, he doth ; for what he said unto 
one he said unto every one who believeth it ; other- 
wise we may say there is nothing in the Scriptures 
said unto us, the Old Testament being written unto 
the Jews, the New Testament, some to one church, 
and some to another, but none to us ; if we have not 
a right to believe that what Christ said unto them he 
said unto us. But that we can only know our interest 
in Christ by our fruits is, first, a denial of the witness 
of the Spirit, except it is supposed that he bears wit- 
ness by those things, and not by Christ, which, by the 
way, is to speak of himself, and to prove himself a 
spirit of error. Again, it is to make our goodness es- 
sential to the knowledge of our salvation ; which is a 
manifest going about to establish our own righteous- 
ness, as the medium at least, whereby we believe, and 
a contradiction to the scripture, which saith. To him 
who worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 
Again, it makes void the law, by not adhering to its 
determination, concerning good and evil ; for were wd 
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always to determin© of our good and evil by the per- 
fect law, it would be mucli more easy, with the greatest 
pretender to piety, to number his good fruits than it 
is to find them. Was this but truly considered amongst 
mankind, we should not have such proud boastings 
and pretensions to know this and the other matter, by 
their good works, and holy fruits, as we have in the 
world. I might say it smells much stronger of the 
church of Eome, (if it does not look a little towards 
Deism,) than of the Protestant faith ; but as that 
would be saying nothing to such as think the Eomish 
faith true, and the Protestant wrong ; I shall content 
myself with saying, that it is a flat contradiction of 
the apostles' testimony, as I have, in part, and shall 
yet farther shew : though it would fain shelter itself 
under their authority. Where these, and the like 
suggestions of Antichrist, take place in any heart, the 
consequences are shocking: as to such who are vain 
enough to imagine themselves fruitful in themselves, 
and from thence to draw conclusions ; as they must 
first make to themselves a new law, before they can 
thus think : so must they of necessity be puffed up, 
and come into the character of tlie self-righteous. 
And, as to such who are not sufficiently vain to think 
themselves thus fruitful ; as they cannot know their 
interest in Christ, there remains nought for them but 
misery and fear ; though they have this consolation, 
to be taught that unbelief and gloom, is a much less 
dangerous state than an unshaken confidence. It is 
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easily seen, that those propositions are calculated to 
multiply and increase the perplexities, doubts, and 
objections of mankind, against the gospel of Jesus : 
therefore is it that we have many more of those in 
the world now, than in the first ages of Christianity.* 
The apostles preached Jesus and his benefits, pro- 
miscously, to sinners, and did not straiten his grace, 
by shewing that there were some who had no right to 
it, from their being unqualified ; but by Divine au- 
thority they preached the gospel to every creature; 
and every man who was a sinner, yea, whether he 
knew himself such or not, (for they spake of things 
as true with God, and not according to the conceptions 
of men,) to be sufficiently qualified, and had an 
indisputable right to conclude the Saviour's death and 



* It is not meant to be denied that the same Spirit which produces 
faith in the hearts of those who believe, produces afterwards many 
fruits of that faith, such as hope, joy, peace, &c , and an alacrity in 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things before the world : 
BO that during the exercise of any of these subsequent acts the believer 
has in his heart an additional evidence to that furnished by the written 
record, that he is a child of God. But as all these fruits subsequent 
to faith, spring out of faith, and are only vigorous as faith itself is 
vigorous ; and further as all these fruits are, from various causes, 
whether of remaining corruption within us, or from the cares and 
anxieties of our worldly circumstances, more or less transitory and 
evanescent, it becomes a matter of the highest importance to the 
permanent peace of the believer that he should perceive, that in the 
darkest hour of spiritual despondency, the simple record in the Gospel 
is a sufficient warrant at all times for him to trust to it. Other 
evidences there may or may not be, but the truth is always there, and 
that is sufficient. — ^Edit. 
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resurrection, his justification unto life. And this 
much is to be understood by the apostles' assertions : 
We preach Christ crucified. And again, We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and with 
great power, gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus ; and great grace was upon 
them alL And again, He preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. Thus, the apostles dwelt 
altogether upon the fact of Christ's death and resur- 
rection, amongst Jews and Greeks, as the alone 
salvation of mankind. And what Paul himself 
thought of it, is evident from that heart-exultation of 
his: Who is he that condemneth? it is Christ that 
died, yea, rather that is risen again. Thus the resur- 
rection of Jesus, without the consideration of any 
other matter in heaven or in earth, was the joy of his 
heart ; yea, all his hope, and all his salvation. He 
shewed, that the fact of Christ's resurrection, was his 
exemption from condemnation ; he viewed it, and 
rejoiced in it as such. And without doubt, what he 
apprehended to be truth, he preached unto others, 
as he sought not himself in the things which he 
spake : the glory of the Lord Jesus, and the happiness 
of his fellow-creatures, being that which he had 
always on view, in preaching the kingdom of God. 
As to mankind, the apostles thought them sufficiently 
qualified, (as being all concluded under sin,) for the 
grace which they preached. They were taught to 
drop all distinctions, and no longer to corsider men as 
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clean and unclean, as chosen and rejected ; for saith 
Peter, " The Lord hath shewed me that I should not 
call any man common or unclean." This was not 
because mankind were reformed, and better now, than 
when God taught the Jews to respect the Gentiles as 
common and unclean, which he did under the law, 
where he forbad the Jews to have any connection 
with the Gentiles ; and if it was not owing to any 
change in the Gentiles that they were now received, 
and were no longer to be considered as common and 
unclean, the query is, what is it owing to ? I answer, 
it was unto the death and resurrection of Jesus ; for 
it was there that God had cleansed them. Therefore 
was it that when Peter refused to eat in the vision of 
the sheet, saying, Nothing that was unclean had at 
any time come into his mouth, he was answered. Call 
not thou that common and unclean which God hath 
cleansed. Thus was he taught that mankind, who in 
themselves are unclean, were cleansed of God in 
Christ Jesus; according to which cleansing he was 
instructed to respect them, and that he ought not any 
more to call any man common or unclean. There- 
fore, it was the business of the apostles to tell the 
people what God had done for them, namely, that he 
had loved .them, and washed them from their sins in 
his own blood. 

Thus, as to matter and manner, did the first wit- 
nesses of Jesus preach his salvation unto the children 
of men. Por when they tell us, that they preached 
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the Son of God ; that they preached Christ Jesus the 
Lord; Christ crucified, &c., without meddling with 
the character and the conditions of those unto whom 
they preached, to point them out as qualified or un- 
qualified for the reception of the truth ; — I say, this 
their matter and manner of preaching, plainly shows, 
that they did not aim at making a schism in the body- 
by dividing head and members, as having separate 
interests ; but they aimed at shewing that the interest 
of the head, was that of the members ; therefore was 
it, that holding the head, they constantly preached his 
excellence, his labours, triumphs, and honours, that 
the people, as his members, hearing of it, might hear 
of their own salvation and grace : because the glory 
which is given unto him, as the head, he gives unto 
us, as his members. From this union it appears, that 
hearing and believing of Christ, according to the 
apostles' testimony, we hear and believe, what truly 
relates unto ourselves. And thus did they, by preach- 
ing the obedience, death, resurrection, and ascension 
of the Lord Jesus, preach the salvation of mankind 
in him ; thus lifting him up that he might draw all 
men unto him; and that they might espouse the 
people unto this one husband, as chaste virgins unto 
this Jesus. They were cautious of meddling with the 
characters of their hearers, as Jews or Gentiles, as 
repentant or unrepentant ; lest by making a distinc- 
tion, those who thought themselves on the favourable 
side of the question, should be lifted up, and their 
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zninds be adulterated^ and rendered unchaste to the 
crucified One. Nay, they had always caustics at 
handy for the proud flesh of their disciples, wherever 
they saw it rising; and this they applied without 
fear, or having the persons of men in respect, when- 
ever they saw occasion. We see how careful Paul 
was, in this particular, from his reproving Peter, 
for giving the least occasion to the Jews to glory in 
the flesh, and keep up a distinction which God had 
before shown him an end of; thus he actually forbad 
him to call that common and unclean, which God 
had cleansed. 

This is a short specimen of the apostles' matter 
and manner of preaching; and, according to my 
apprehension, it is obvious that they had the union 
between Christ and the people in view when they 
thus preached. 

Come quickly. Lord Jesus ! make no long tarrying, 
my God! 



THE END. 
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"Interesting to allroaders." — Arbroath Guide. 

*' A story at once instructive and amusing." — Dundee Adverttter* 



THE WORD : Walks from Eden. The Bible Story from 

the Creation to the Death of Abraham, familiarly Explained and Illustrated. 
By the Author of '* The Wide, Wide World," " Golden Ladder," drc. be. 
With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. Zs. Sd. cloth. 
** A book that will greatly charm young roaders, and help them to realise the 
wonderful old Bible stories." — British Quarterly Review, 
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SERMONS, preached at Union Chapel, King's Lynn, 

By the late Rev. E. L. Hull, B. A. New Edition. Post 8vo. Bs, cloth. 
** These sermons are unusually refined in style, and firesh and felicitous h 
thought, indicating a mind of great beauty and thoughtfiilness, and a heart cf 
tender and devout piety." — British Qttarterkf JReview. 



MELBOURNE HOUSE. A Tale. By the Author o? 

"The Wide, Wide World." With ooloored Plates by J. D. Watson. Smal 
crown 8to. ds. 6d. cloth antique. 
*' It is sure to be a popular book. Written in Miss Wetherell's most pleasing 
manner, beautiftiUy printed, and illustrated with eight coloured plates." — Beader. 

THE GRAPES of ESHCOL; or, Gleanings from the Land 

of Promise. By the Rer. J. R. ISIacduff, D.D. Eleyenth Thousand. Crown 
8vo. 3s. 6d. clotiu 

♦ 

FIFTY-TWO SHORT SERMONS FOR FAMILY 

READING. By HoRATins Bonab, D.t>. Crown 8to. 6«. cloth. 
** These are short plain sermons for fkmlly reading, and are admirably fitted 
for so good a purpose." — English Presbyterian Messenger. 

MEMOIR of the REV. J. SHERMAN : including an 

Unfinished Autobiography. By the Rev. Henbt Allom, Islington. Post 8to. 
Is. 6d. cloth. 
** It is a book possessing sufilcient intrinsic merits to give it a permanency and 
vitality long after Mr. Sherman's admirers and friends, and all tbo men of this 
generation, have passed away." — Becord. 

THE SONG of CHRIST'S FLOCK in the TWENTY- 

THIRD PSALM. By the Rev. John Stouohton, Author of " The Ughta 
of the World." A New Edition. Crown 8vo. 3«. %d. cloth. 

A CHEAP EDITION of the LIFE and LETTERS 

of ELIZABETH, last DUCHESS of GORDON. By the Rev. A. Moodt 
Stuaet, Author of " The Three Marys^" " Capernaum," &c. With Portrait. 
Small cr. 8vo. 3s. 6<2. cloth. 

"Mr. Moody Stuart has performed his task weW.'*— Edinburgh Weekly Herald. 

** The volume will undoubtedly talce a high and permanent place in our 
literature." — Evangelical Christendom. 

CURFEW CHIMES; or, Thoughts for Life's Eventide. 

By the Rev. J. R. Macdufv, D.D. Sixth Thousand. 16mo. Is. 6d. cloth, gilt 
edges. 

♦ 

GASCOYNE, the SANDAL-WOOD TRADER. A Tale 

of the Pacific. By R. M. Ballantxnc, Author of " The Young Fur-Traders," 
" The Wild Man of the West," &c. With Coloured Illustrations. Post 8vo. 
6s. cloth. 
** ' Oascoyne ' will rivet the attention of every one, whether young or old, who 

peruses it. The volume is rich in coloured plates, and it will find great favour in 

the eyes of aehool-hojs.**— Edinburgh Evening Cowrant, 
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A MEMOIR of the REV. RICHARD DAVIS : for 

TUrty-Nine Te*rt a Misaiomury in New Zealand. Bj the Rer. J. Moblb 
Coleman, M.A. Post 8to. 7f . 6d. cloth. 



Ml 



This book is a deeply interesting one, and as such cannot fkil to And acceptance 
with a large circle of retAen.**— Evangelical Chriitendom. 



MISSIONS to the WOMEN of CHINA, in connexion 

with the Society for Promoting Female Edueation in the East. Small 
crown 8to. 2s. cloth. 



THEM ALSO ; the Story of the Dublin Mission. By 

the Author of ** Holly and Ivy." Second Edition. Crown 8to. it. cloth; 
also a cheap Edition, U. 6d. cloth limp. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS : Explaining and Ulus- 

traUng the Subjects of the Collects. By the Rer. Rowlbt Hill, M.A., 
Incumbent of St. Lulce's, Nutford Place. Second Edition, crown 8vo. 
is. 6d. cloth limp. 

*' Has our unqualified recommendation. A better book of the kind we do not 
think could have been written.**— 0«r Ovm Fireside. 



THE LIFEBOAT : A Tale of our Coast Heroes. A Book 

for Boys. By R. M. Ballanttns, Author of ** Gascoyne," &c. With 
Illustrations. Post 8to. 6«. cloth. 

" This is another of Mr. Ballantyne's excellent stories for the young. They are 
all well written, full of romantic incidents, and are of no doubtflil moral tendency ; 
on the contrary, they are inrariably found to embody sentiments of true piety, and 
manliness and "rirtne.**— Inverness Advertiser, 



THE PATH of LIFE ; or, The. Nature, Origin, and 

Reception of Salration. By the Rer. William Landbls, Author of "Wo- 
man's Sphere and Work.*' Crown 8to. 9s. 6d. cloth. 

*' This is a practical treatise of great force and much beauty, which we can 
conscientiously recommend to young persons of educated taste and serious inclina- 
tion.'*— /»a/rto<. 



SKETCHES from the LIFE of the REV. CHARLES 

SMITH BIRD, M.A., F.L.S., Vicar of Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, and 
Chancellor of Lincoln Cathedral. By the Rev. Claude Smith Bibd, M.A. 
Post 8to. 7«. Bd. cloth. 

"We cordially commend this memoir to our readers." — Church qf England 
Magatine. 

** A more Interesting or profitable biography has seldom fallen into our hands." 
— Our Own Firatde. 

*' Told with delightftU frankness and vivacity.'*— i^vang^r/ico/ 

Christendom, 
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THE HART and the WATER-BROOKS: a Practical 

Ezpoftition of the 42nd Psalm. By the Rev. J. R. liACDUVF, D.D. Fourteenth 
Thousand Crown 8to. Zt. 6d. doth. 



LIFE-WORK ; or, The Link and the Rivet. By L. N. R. 

Author of *' The Book and its Story,** and *' The liissing Link." Crown 

8to. 2s. cloth. 
*' Every minister's wife should have a copy of this book» as the best guide she can 
have in doing good to the poor, and proriding for the improTcment of the neglectisu 
and the outcast."— Waleyan Times. 



FORGIVENESS, LIFE, and GLORY. Addresses hy 

Stsvknsoii a. Blackwood, Esq. Crown 8to. U. doth limp. 



A BRIEF EXPOSITION of ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE 

to the ROMANS. By the late Rer. WnxiAK Mabsh, D.D., Rector of 
Beddington, Honorary Canon of Worcester. With a Preface by the Author 
of ** Memorials of Captain Hedley Vicars." Small crown Sto. it. 6d. doth. 

** Those that lored the late Dr. Marsh will hail the appearance of this short 
exposition with great pleasure.** — Chrittian Advocate. 

" It is a suggestive and thoroughly scriptural exposition, and explains very 
clearly the scope and teaching of this comprehensire Epistle.** — Revival. 



PRE- AD AMITE MAN ; or, the Story of our old Planet 

and its Inhabitants, told by Scripture and Science By Bin. Geobob John 
C* DxnroAN. Fifth Edition. PostSro. 5«. doth. 

** The stores of learning which the writer brings to bear on the subject render 
the book valuable to men of more than ordinary attainments. The illustrations to 
the volume are admirable, and convey better than any mere explanation that which 
the author intends to set forth. The book is one alike fitted for the study of the 
philosopher and the table of the library, as a companion to the geologist in his 
rambles and the instruction of the mechanic in his Institute."— Afomif^ Herald. 



HYMNS of FAITH and HOPE. By Horatius Bonar, 

D.D. First, Second, and Third Series. Crown 8vo. each 5s. cloth. Also, 
Pocket Editions, Is. Bd. each. 

** There is a freshness and vigour, an earnestness and a pietr In these compo- 
sitions, which is very gratifying. The language is highly poetical. We have much 
pleasure in recommending the vdume to our readers." — Evangelical Christendom, 



CAPERNAUM, as the Sphere of Christ's Miracles and 

Ministry. From its First Love to its Great Declension. By the Rev. A. 
MooDT Stuart, Author of ** The Song of Songs," ** The Three Marys," Ac. 
fcc. Crown 8vo. bs. doth. 

** Fountains of living waters, precious and perennial, are opened, and their healing 
and satisfying efficacy set forth, with a fkithftil and yet tender and affectionate earn- 
estness.'* — Witness, 
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GOD'S WAY of PEACE: A Book for the Anxious. By 

HoBATins BoNAB, D.D. Four Editions of this Taluable work may now be 
had. A Cheap Edition, 6(2. sewed, and 9d. eloth limp. In l8mo. U. Sd. cloth. 
Also, a Large-type Edition, crown 8to. 2s. cloth. 

"The best 'book for the anxious' erer written." — Bey. Saxusl Gabbatt, in 
Rtvival Tntthi. 

▲LSD, 

GOD'S WAY of HOLINESS : A Companion Volume 

to ** 6od*s Way of Peace." By the same Author. A Cheap Edition, dd. 
sewed; 9d. cloth limp. In 16mo. 2*. cloth. Also, a Large-type Edition, 
crown 8to. 2s. 6tf. cloth. 

** Our sympathies have been chained to Dr. fionar's delightful teaching, which, 
in these times of controrersy and apathy, falls upon the spirit like refreshing dew.. 
Were such treatises more in i^equest, the character of our Churchmanship would 
be improred, a higher order of piety infused, and a nobler philanthropy inau- 
gurated."— Tke Church Standard. 



THE ROMANCE of NATURAL HISTORY. By P. H. 

OossB, F.B.S. With Illnstrations by Wolf. First and Second Series, each, 
post 8to. Is. 6<f . cloth. 

*' This is a charming book Every lover of nature, every lover of the 

marvellous, every lover of the beautiftil, every soul that can feel the charm of true 
poetry, must be deeply grateftil to Mr. Gosse for an intellectual treat of the highest 
order." — Daiiy News. 



TRUE MANHOOD : Its Nature, Foundation, and Deve- 
lopment. A Book for Toung Men. By the Rev. W. Landbls. Crown 8vo. 
8«. 6<f. cloth. 

** This is a book true to its title. It contains on every page sentiments of the 
highest value for the proper formation of manhood, in the Gospel sense of the 
term. ... It is a book which every young man should attentively read, and every 
family possess." — Northern Warder, 



CHRIST the ALPHA and OMEGA of the WORD of 

G OD. By the Rev. John Cummimg, D.D. Crown 8vo. bs. eloth. 

*' This book contains many good things well and ably expressed. It is small in 
style, flowing in diction, and attractive in the glowing splendour of its eloquence." 
— 5<. Jameses Chronicle. « 



THE POEMS of GEORGE HERBERT. A new and 

cheaper edition. Illustrated in the highest style of Wood Engraving, by 
Birket Foster, Clayton, and Noel Humphreys. Post 4to. \2s. cloth elegant. 

** There have been many editions of Herbert's Poetical Works. One of the most 
splendid is that of Nisbet, London." — Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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A THIRD SERIES of PLAIN SERMONS for all the 

SundAys and Chief Holy Days of the Year. Preached to a Village Congre- 
gation. By the Rev. Abthue RoBsaTt, M. A.» Hector of Woodrising, Norfolk , 
Author of " Village Sermons.** Two toIs. orown 8to. 10*. doth. 

** The style is pl^n, the topics are sensibly discussed, the doctrine is seriptnral. 
. . . We have heretofore commended an earlier Tolume of Mr. Roberts' Sermons, 
and we are glad to repeat our commendation with respect to the Tolume before 
us." — Church qf England Magazine. 



THE LIFE of ARTHUR VANDELEUR, Major Royal 

Artillery. By the Author of *' Memorials of Captain Hedley Vicars/* 
** English Hearts and English Hands." Crown Svo. Bt. 6d. cloth. 

*' It would be difficult to imagine a more beautifUl and touching story." — 
Morning Post. 



HELP HEAVENWARD : Words of Strength and Heart- 
cheer to Zion's Travellers. By the ReT.OcsAVius WursLOW, D.D. 18mo. 
2«. 6<f. cloth. 

" It is replete with sound, searching, practical remark, conveyed in the wianing 
and affectionate spirit, and with the luxuriant richness of phraseology by which 
the author is characterised.** — Scottish Guardian. 



A SECOND SERIES of ILLUSTRATIVE GATHER- 

INGS for PREACHERS and TEACHERS. By the Rev. G. S. Bowss, B.A. 

Small crown 8to. 6s. cloth. 



THE EXILES OF LUCERNA; or, the Sufferings of the 

Waldenses during the Persecution of 1686. By the Rev. J. R. Maodutf, D.D. 
Third Thousand. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. cloth. 



MEMORIALS of the Rev. WILLIAM BULL, of New- 

port Pagnell. Compiled chiefly ttom his own Letters and these of his 
fHends, Newton, Cowper, and Thornton, IT38-I814. By his Grandson, the 
Rer. JosxAH Bull, M.A. Crown 8yo. 7$. 6d. cloth. 

•* This is a delightful biography."— TJecoref. 

** We can calmly declare that this book is to be placed among the most interest- 
ing biographies of our daj.**— Evangelical Magazine. 



LITTLE SUSY and her SIX BIRTHDAYS. By her 

Aunt Susan. A Book for very Little Children. With Plates by Absolom. 
Crown 8vo. 2b. 6d. cloth, beyelled boards. 

**We have much pleasure in heartily commending this volume." — Youths* 
Magazine. 
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THE MISSING LINK ; or, Bible-Women in the Homes 

of the London Poor. By L. N. R., Author of " The Book and its Story." 
Small crown 8to. 3s. 6d. cloth. Also, a Cheaper Edition, Is. 6d. cloth limp. 

*' This book treats of the heathen of St. Giles's instead of the heathen of Mada- 
gascar and Makalolo, or it would receive a wider circulati(m, and create « more 
▼iTid interest, than the travels even of an Ellis and a Livingston."— 2)a% Netot. 



MORNING ON THE MOUNTAINS ; or, Woman and 

her Saviour in Persia. By the Author of " Dr. Grant and the Mountain Nes- 
torians." Post 8vo. 6s. cloth. 

*' We cordially commend this volume; it is one of the most interesting in our 
recent missionary literature." — Patriot, 



THE STORY OF BETHLEHEM; or, the Incidents con- 

nected with the City of Our Lord's Birth : a Book for the Toung. By the Rev. 
J. R. Macduff, D.D. With Illustrations by Thomas. Sixth Thousand. Crown 
8to. 28. 6(2. cloth. 



RAGGED HOMES, and HOW to MEND THEM. By 

Mrs. B ATLT. Sm^l crown 8yo. is. &d. cloth. Also, a Cheaper Edition, Is. 6d, 
cloth limp. 

*' We scarcely know which to praise most highly, the matter or the manner of 
this work. Her style is as attractive as her subject. Mrs. Bayly has wrought with 
an artist's eye and spirit" — Daily News, 



EFFIE'S FRIENDS: a Tale. With Illustrations by 

■ Harry Rogers. Small crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. eloth gilt ; &s. cloth, gilt edges. 

" The author has out of simple materials woven four delightftil stories, which it 
Is impossible for a child to peruse without receiving many good and lasting impres- 
sions. A healthy and invigorating tone pervades the work, and few readers will lay 
It down without regret." — Morning Post. 



HASTE to the RESCUE ; or. Work while it is Day. 

By Mrs. Chaklbb Wiohtman. With a Preface by the Author of " English 
Hearts and English Hands." Small crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloth. Also, a Cheaper 
Edition, \s. 6d. cloth limp. 

'* The matter of Mrs. Wightman's publication Is most interesting, and we wish 
every clergyman's wife would carefully peruse it." — Church qf England Magazine. 



THE VOICE of CHRISTIAN LIFE in SONG or 

HTMNS. and Hymn- Writers of Many Lands and Ages. By the Author of 
'* Chronicles of Schonberg-Cotta." New Edition. Crown 8vo. bs. cloth. 

** The style is lively and picturesque, and free from all reproach of dulness. The 
hymns are well chosen, and translated with care and fidelity. We can heartily re- 
commend this book to those who have an interest in its subject."— GftMircfian. 
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THE BLACK SHIP ; and other Allegories and Parables. 

Bj the Author of " Tales and Sketches of Christian Life/* Ac 1 6mo. it. 6d, 
cloth. 

"This is an exquisitely beautiftil little book. Its tales and parables are con- 
atructed with maryellous delicacy and skill — they are ftill of subtle and delicious 
fancy — they are rich in every line with deep and precious meanings.'* — Nan- 
conformUU 



A MEMOIR of CAPTAIN M. M. HAMMOND, late of 

the Rifle Brigade. Crown 8to. 6«. cloth. Also a Cheaper Edition, 1«. 6<f. 
cloth limp. 

*' The ' Memoir of Captain Hammond* is a Tolume entitled to take its place by 
the side of* Hedley Vicars.' . . . We confess ourselves to be as much idBTected in the 
perusal of the one as in the other." — Record, 



THE FOOT of the CROSS and the BLESSINGS 

FOUND THERE. By the Rev. Octativs Wikslow, D.D. 16mo. 2i. 6tf. 
cloth. 



THE SYMPATHY of CHRIST with MAN: its Teach- 

ing and its Consolation. By the Rev. OeTAvius Wtmslow, D.D. Fcap. 8vo. 
5«. doth. 

*' Probably no work has proceeded firom the pen of Dr. Winslow more adapted 
to impart instruction, or more fitted to minister consolation amidst the sorrows of 
life." — Morning Advertiser. 



THE LETTERS of RUTH BRYAN. Edited by the 

Author of ** Handf uls of Purpose. " A New Edition. Post 8vo. 5«. cloth. 

*' The author has done wisely in publishing them for the instruction and encou- 
ragement of the Church. Their falthftil, wise, and tender utterances will encourage 
that deep-toned spirituality which amidst the existing influences around us we 
peculiarly want." — Evangelical Magaxine. 



THE PRECIOUS THINGS of GOD. By Octavius 

Winslow, D.D. Foolscap 8vo. 5«. cloth. 

** It will doubtless be to many, what its pious author intended it to be, a book 
cheering solitude, soothing grie( and dispelling doubt, depression, and gloom." — 
Neufi q/the Churchet. 



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH of SIR H. HAVE- 

LOCK, K.C.B. Compiled from Unpublished Papers, Ac. BytheBev. W. 
BaocK. Small crown 8vo. Zt. 6d. cloth. 

*' We thank Mr. Brock for his very acceptable volume. It is all that it professes 
to be, and more. The value of the volume is enhanced by an accompanying portrait, 
which to our minds is very much more characteristic and tmthftil thsin any we 
have heretofore seen." — Dailif Neu>». 
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THE OLD HELMET. By the Author of " The Wide, 

Wide World," &c. A Railway Edition, in crown Svo. 2s. cloth; and an Edi- 
tion printed on toned paper, beviUed boards, with coloured plates, Zg. 6d. 

** Miss Wetherell belongs to the better class of American writers. The nar- 
rative is easy, pleasant, and in good taste. The descriptions of scenery are very 
good, fresh, and animated. The characters are drawn with care." — Morning Pott, 



ANNALS of the RESCUED. By the Author of " Haste 

to the Rescue ; or. Work while it is Day." With a Preface by the Rev. 
C. E. L. WioBTMAN. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. cloth. 

**This is a deeply-interesting volume. It is a book of similar character to 
* English Hearts and English Hands,* and shows what may be effected by well- 
directed and Individual efforts." — Watchman, 



REMARKABLE ANSWERS to PRAYERS. By John 

RicHASDSON Phillips, formerly Country Association Agent for the London 
City Mission. A New Edition. Crown Svo. Zs, 6d. doth. 



THE GOLDEN DIARY OF HEART-CONVERSE 

with Jesus in the '* Book of Psalms." By the Rev. Dr. Edbbshbim, Torquay, 
Royal 16mo. 6«. cloth. 

*' A very admirable book of its kind. It is written in a fine spirit of piety, and 
constitutes a very good practicid commentary on many of the Psalms." — Edin- 
burgh Courant, 



THE RISEN REDEEMER : the Gospel History, from 

the Resurrection to the Day of Pentecost. By F. W. Ejiuiimachee, D.D. 
Translated by J. T. Betts. Post Svo. bs. cloth. 

** The new work by this warm-hearted, imaginative, and earnest divine, appears 
to OS worthy of his well-earned reputation." — Evangelical Magazine, 



ENGLISH HEARTS and ENGLISH HANDS ; or, The 

Railwa^!^ and the Trenches. By the Author of " Memorials of Captain 
Hedley Vicars." Small crown Svo. bs, cloth. Also a Cheaper Edition, 2«. 
cloth limp. 

** The Memorials of Vicars and those Memorials of the Crystal Palace Navvies 
are books of precisely the same type, and must not be overlooked. We recognise 
in them an honesty of purpose, a purity of heart, and a warmth of human affection, 
combined with a religion sf^th, that are very beautiAil." — Times. 



THE EXETER HALL LECTURES to YOUNG MEN, 

from their commencement in 1S45.6, to their termination in 1804-5, all 
uniformly printed, and handsomely bound in cloth, and embellished with 
portraits of the Friends and Patrons of the Toung Men's Christian Associa- 
tion. Complete in 20 vols, price of each volume 4t. ; or the whole series 
for 31. 
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MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY ON THE 

HOLT BIBLE, comprising upwards of 7000 Pages, well printed (the Motes 
as well as the Text in clear and distinct type) on good paper, forming Nine 
Imperial 8to. yolumes, and handsomely bound in cloth. Price 32. Zt. cloth. 

*«* The work maj also be had in a variety of extra bindings, of which a list 

will be forwarded on application. 



THE REV. THOS. SCOTT'S COMMENTARY on the 

HOLT BIBLE, comprising Marginal References, a copious Topical Index, 
Fifteen Maps, and Sixty-nine Engravings, illuiitrative of Scripture Incidents 
and Scenery. Complete in 6 vols. 4to. published at Al. 4t., now offered for 
21. lOv. 

The Proprietors desire to direct especial attention to the highly important 
fact, that the whole of the Critical and Explanatory Notes, with l£e Practical 
Reflections, and the other important parts of this work, underwent the Author's 
careful revision ; and that he was engaged for about ten years in preparing an 
Edition " which should be the standi^ of the work as l<mg as it might exist." 
This is the Edition now offered to the public, and is the only one that has, or can 
have, the benefit of these final additions and emendations. The extent of these 
may be Judged firam the fiict that upwards of four hundred pi^es of letterpress 
were added ; and, as they consist chiefly of Critical Remarks, tiieir importance to 
the Biblical student is at once apparent. 



THE BIBLE MANUAL : an Expository and Practical 

Commentary on the Books of Scripture, arranged in Chronological Order s 
forming a Hand-book of Biblical Elucidation for the Use of Families^ Schools, 
and Students of the Word of God. Translated from the German Work, 
edited by the late Bev. Dr. C. G. Bakth, of Calw, Wurtemberg. Imperial 
8vo. 12«. cloth. * 

The object of this work is twofold : — First, to facilitate the 'study of the 
Holy Scriptures by arranging them in ttrictly chronological order^ so that the 
sacred narrative may form one continuous and connected history from Genesis 
to Revelation. And, secondly, to elucidate the Sacred Text by expository Anno- 
tations, and at the same time to flimish arguments af^ainst the pernicious effects 
of modem rationalism and scepticism. 

The ^liJt of the Work is that of implictt /a»<A in the Divine IfupiraMon of ihe 
Bible. It Is believed the Book will commend itself at once to the notice of Clergy- 
men, Ministers, and others whose duty it is to explain and apply the lessons of 
divine truth ; and, indeed, that it will prove a valuable help to all students of 
God's Holy Word. 

" The work is very cheap, and will prove a valuable boon to Bible students with 
small libraries." — Journal ^ Sacred Literature, 
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